
 

CHICAGO (July 17, 2017) -- Marist High School Administration has announced that head football coach 
Pat Dunne '98 recently accepted a position with Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., a global Fortune 500 
Company.  Longtime assistant coach Ron Dawczak '93 has been promoted to head coach, effective 
immediately. 

 

"We appreciate the dedication that Coach Dunne displayed at Marist in helping to revitalize the football 
program," said athletic director, Eric Simpson. "Coach Dawczak takes over with an incredible staff in 
place and a talented roster that is capable of continuing our winning football tradition. He is familiar 
with every facet of the program, as well as the Marist community, and we believe that he will make a 
seamless transition to the head coach position." 

 

"Coach Dunne helped resurrect the program during his tenure," said Marist principal Larry Tucker. 
"More importantly, he set the bar high by developing quality young men with character, work ethic and 
faith. We believe that Coach Dawczak is a bright coach who is an outstanding leader and we are excited 
for him to continue the exciting brand of football that Marist is known for." 

 

Dunne served as the program's front man for the past nine seasons, posting a 71-31 (.696) record while 
guiding the RedHawks to eight state playoff appearances. Under his leadership, Marist made four 
quarterfinal and three semifinal appearances and finished as state runner-up in both 2009 and 2015. On 
three occasions, Dunne helped Marist to at least a share of the East Suburban Catholic Conference 
(ESCC) title and he was named the conference's Coach of the Year in 2011 and 2016. 

 

"On behalf of myself, my wife and our daughters, I would like to thank our president, Brother Hank 
Hammer, and our principal, Larry Tucker, for the opportunity to serve at Marist High School and lead the 
football program for the past nine seasons," said Dunne.  “Any success that our football program 
experienced during my term as coach was the direct result of the hard work and talent of our student 
athletes – dedicated young men from neighborhoods in and around the southwest side of Chicago.  
These athletes, who I consider part of my family, have been trained by a group of skilled and committed 
coaches – my closest friends to be exact – that have been there for me and this program day in and day 
out over the past nine years.”   

 

“Accepting this new career opportunity required me to make a very challenging decision, since I knew it 
would impact my ability to continue coaching football at Marist this season.  This decision, which I 
prayed on, was completely motivated by what is best for my family at this time in our lives.  With Coach 
Dawczak at the helm, I know for certain that Marist football's best days are in front of them." 

 



The RedHawks have a natural successor in Dawczak, who has been with the football program in a 
coaching capacity for the last five seasons. On the field, he starred as the RedHawks quarterback during 
the early 1990s before continuing his career as a three-year starter for the University of Chicago. In 
addition to serving as an assistant on Dunne's staff since 2012, he was the head coach for both the 
sophomore (2013) and freshman (2014-16) teams at Marist, leading his freshman squad to the last two 
conference championships.  

 

"It is an honor to have the opportunity to succeed Coach Dunne as the next head football coach at 
Marist High School," said Dawczak. He has built a tremendously successful program, consisting of 
exceptional student-athletes and a terrific staff. I embrace the challenge of building on his achievements 
and leading the program to even greater heights." 

 

Marist opens the 2017 season on Friday, Aug. 25, hosting Brother Rice at 7:30 p.m. 


