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Theatre Guild presents “West Side Story” this spring
by Emma Brown 
junior reporter

                     photo by Emma Brown

Math team preps for regionals
by Jocelyn Diaz
senior reporter

                 photo by Emma Brown

  The RedHawk math team won the 
championship in the third and final meet 
of the Catholic League season at Mother 
McAuley last Saturday.
  A total of 46 RedHawks from all four 
grade levels competed in 12 different 
competition categories. 
  The team placed first at the season’s 
first two Catholic League tournaments 
on Nov. 4 at home and on Dec. 9 at 
Nazareth Academy.
  In preparation for the upcoming regional 
tournament at Lincoln-Way East on Feb. 
24, the team has been focusing more on 
individual questions to increase its speed. 
  “At practice we switched from eight-
person team questions to individual 
questions,” junior Nick Brown said. 
“These questions tend to require more 
speed and focus on central topics that we 
need to know for the competition.” 
  

Jacob Mozdzen, Sam Reidy and Jake Rahn work on perfecting their 
problem-solving strategy at math team practice. The RedHawks placed 
first in all three Catholic League meets this season and will compete 
next at regionals, hosted by Lincoln-Way East, on Feb. 24.

  The Marist Theatre Guild will perform 
West Side Story on March 22, 23 and 24 at 
the Baer Theater at Morgan Park Academy. 
  The musical, a retelling of Romeo and 
Juliet, features Tony and Maria, two young 
lovers trapped between enemy gangs, the 
Jets and the Sharks, in the Upper West Side 
of New York City in the late 1950s. 
  Tony (junior Jimmy Lynch) is an ex-
member of the Jets and close friend of the 
gang’s leader, Riff (senior Philip Duda).  
Maria (senior Maddie Curtin) is the sister 
of Bernardo (senior Abram Camarena), the 
leader of the Sharks.
   The Jets hate the Sharks because they  
have “invaded their turf” after emigrating 
from Puerto Rico.  The Sharks, in turn, 
hate the Jets for their racism.  Both gangs 
attend a neighborhood dance, where Tony 
and Maria meet and fall in love. 
  The couple plans to run away together, 
but tensions worsen between the gangs, 
with the threat of serious violence erupting.

This stalls the lovers’ plans as Tony and 
Maria try to put an end to the violence 
among the people they care about. 
  The rest of the cast features both 
experienced student actors and students 
new to musical theater.
  “We have so many new faces this year 
and I can’t wait to see all the talent that 
they bring to the stage,” Camarena said. 
“We have all worked so hard and made 
so many memories and I can’t wait to see 
it all pay off in our final production.”
  The show is co-directed by faculty 
members Erin Kelly and Erin Vail, and 
choreographed by alum and assistant 
speech coach Robbie Distasio.  
  Performances on March 22-23 will 
begin at 7:30 p.m.  Performances on 
March 24 will take place at 2:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $5 for students 
and $10 for adults and will be available 
at the door.
  “The music in this is so beautiful, it’s 
hard not to fall in love with the show from 
the very first note,” Curtin said.  “It’s a 
fantastic story with a heart-wrenching 
message to choose love over hate.”

(from left) Riff (senior Philip Duda) stares threateningly at Chino 
(sophomore Joe Crisp), while Maria (senior Maddie Curtin) and Tony 
(junior Jimmy Lynch) remain unaware of the looming danger as they 
rehearse West Side Story in the RedHawk Theatre.

  The team also practices by using tests 
from prior competitions to expand their 
critical thinking and learn new ways to 
approach  problems.
   “We work through the problems and 
tests, making sure we all understand how 
to do all of them,” senior Elise Viz said.
  Team members credit their success  
to a balance between individual talent, 
teamwork and good coaching.
   “The secret to our success is our 
togetherness,” senior Martha Kowalski 
said. “We function as a team, but we 
depend on each person to calculate his 
or her part.  We literally count on each 
other and on our great coaches.”
  The team is coached by math teachers 
Owen Glennon and Jeff Nicholson.
  “The credit goes to the students for 
spending so much time after school at 
practice,” Nicholson said.  “They are 
dedicated and diligent.  Mr. Glennon and 
I can guide them, but if they don’t show 
up, then it would be a different story.  
They are the ones who do it, not us.”
  

Students can vote on March 20
by Gianna Miritello
senior reporter
  Cook County Clerk David Orr urges 
18 year olds and students who will be 18 
years old by Nov. 6 to register to vote in 
the upcoming Illinois primary election on 
March 20.  
  This means that students who are 
currently 17 years old can also register to 
vote if their 18th birthday falls on or before 
the Nov. 6 general election.  
  Standard registration ends on Feb. 20, 
but online registration continues until 
March 4. Voting can take place by mail or 
at polling sites. Voters can vote between 
March 5-19, or on Election Day.
  In the March 20 primary, registered 
voters will choose either a Republican or 
Democrat ballot and vote for one of the 
candidates running for office.
  Incumbent Governor Bruce Rauner is 
facing a challenge from Republican Illinois 
State Representative Jeanne Ives. The 
winner of the Republican gubernatorial 
primary will face the winner from the 
Democratic Party.
  

  Running for the Democrats are J.B. 
Pritzker, Daniel Bliss and Chris Kennedy. 
  Other choices on the March 20 ballot 
include candidates for U.S. Representative, 
Illinois State Representatives, State 
Senators and other key statewide and 
county offices.
  Clerk Orr’s office reports that 83 percent 
of age-eligible high school and college 
students did not vote in the 2014 election.
  “I think schools need to do a better job 
of emphasizing the importance of voting  
to students,” Underclassmen Dean of 
Academics Joe Inzinga said. “It is vital 
to our nation’s future that young people 
become aware of and have intellectual 
conversations about issues, because it 
allows them to understand both sides.”
  Students can also serve as election 
judges, which pays $190.   Juniors and 
seniors who judge at polling sites will 
be responsible for helping voters and 
overseeing polling place activity. Election 
judges must complete a training class and 
serve on Election Day. 
  Students can apply to be an election 
judge at cookcountyclerk.com/students.
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