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Varsity football undefeated under Dawczak
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HOMECOMING 2017:  RedHawks v. St. Pat tonight at 7:30 

Gianna Miritello
senior reporter

  The RedHawk varsity football team 
plays St. Patrick High School tonight at 
7:30 for the homecoming game. The team 
is currently 5-0 under new head coach Ron 
Dawczak, ‘93.
  Dawczak was named head coach on 
July 17 after Pat Dunne announced that 
he would be leaving after nine seasons to 
work at a Fortune 500 Company.
  “I was shocked when [Dunne] told me 
he was leaving,” Dawczak said. “The next 
sentence out of his mouth was ‘I would 
love for you to take over’ and I was taken 
by surprise.”
  As a high school student, Dawczak 
played football all four years as a free 
safety and quarterback.  He continued to 
play at the University of Chicago as a four-
year starter.
  Since returning to Marist in 2011, 
Dawczak has taught academic, honors  and 
AP chemistry and environmental science.
He started coaching freshman football in 
2012.
  Dawczak credits the seniors as playing 
a big role in his transition to head coach.
  “I believe when they heard I was taking 
over, there was a sense of familiarity,” 
Dawczak said.  “The seniors handled the 
transition really well and set the tone for 
the rest of the team. They are such a close-
knit group and there is a special bond 
among the whole team.”

  The team has six senior captains, 
including running back and defensive back 
Delonte Harrell, tight end TJ Ivy, defensive 
back Mike Lawlor, linebacker Danny 
Meehan and offensive and defensive 
linemen Gavin McCabe and Elijah Teague.
  “The transition from Dunne to Dawczak 
has been great,” McCabe said. “Coach 
Dawczak has done a phenomenal job 
taking over the program.”
  Although he is happy with the team’s 
performance so far, Dawczak believes 
there is always room for improvement.
  “We were very happy to come away with 
a win in week one against Brother Rice,” 
Dawczak said. “I believe we didn’t play up 
to our offensive capabilities, but in week 
two, our offense and defense played very 
well.  I hope we get to be more consistent 
with our offense.”
  Taking over a varsity football team 
presents certain challenges that Dawczak 
was not exposed to in his past years of 
coaching.
  “I had never seen all of the behind the 
scenes workings,” he said. “Making sure 
everything was set for practices, getting 
game day preparations done and talking to 
player’s future college coaches are some of 
the duties that I was never exposed to.”    
  The team continues to focus on the 
goal of winning conference and state this 
season.
  “I want the team to play an aggressive 
style of football,” Dawczak said. “We 
focus on the short-term goals first, leading 
us toward achieving the long-term goals.” 

  Dawczak is proud of the team and 
how the seniors have progressed since he 
coached them as freshmen.
  “It’s an honor to be named the head 
coach,” Dawczak said. “I get a second 
opportunity to work with a tremendous 
group of student athletes and see how much

they have grown and matured.  For many of 
the players, this will be their final football 
season.  It’s my responsibility to prepare 
them for a greater chance of success.  I 
want the players to be able to look back at 
their varsity football experience with great 
memories.”

Varsity football head coach Ron Dawczak goes over drills 
with players on Sept. 14 during practice.   The undefeated 
RedHawks play St. Pat’s at home tonight at 7:30.

Seniors lead varsity soccer team
Kathleen Wilkison

senior reporter

  Led by senior midfielder Nick Marks 
and  senior defenders Dan Poncer, Brian 
Cooke and Ricky Cave, the varsity soccer 
team is 9-4-1 so far this season.  
  The team is also 4-1 in the Bloom 
Boys Soccer Conference, having lost to 
Sandburg on Sept. 12.
  A season highlight came on Sept. 10 
with a 3-0 victory over Br. Rice in the 
annual Pulaski Cup match.
  This season’s varsity roster also includes 
10 juniors, six sophomores and one 
freshman.
  This year’s team is young,” Marks said.  
“I was a little worried about that at first, but 
after playing with these guys, I think we’re
  

really going to surprise other teams with 
our talent.”
  Head coach Sean Maxwell is confident 
the team can meet the high expectations he 
has this season.
  “One of my goals is for the guys to 
form bonds with one another that will help 
them perform better on and off the field,” 
Maxwell said. “As we improve, I expect 
us to get by the teams that have gotten in 
our way before and win conference and 
sectionals.”
  The RedHawks will host Providence 
next Thurs., Oct. 5 at 6 p.m. for senior 
night. 
  “I think this year’s team is super 
underrated,” Poncer said. “We’re young 
but dangerous because we have great 
chemistry. We work really hard and are 
looking forward to a successful season.”

Sophomore 
forward 

Brian Davila 
(#11) regains 

possession of 
the ball in the 
game against 
Joliet Catholic 

on Sept. 13. 
The RedHawks 

won 3-0. 
The varsity 
team hosts 

Providence for 
senior night on 
Oct. 5 at 6 p.m.
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Girls’ volleyball serves winning season

  With a record of 16-1 at press time, 
including wins at the Wheaton Classic 
and Plainfield North invite, the RedHawk 
girls’ varsity volleyball team is looking to 
deliver a strong finish to the season. 
  “We were ranked in the top three last 
year,” head coach Jordan Vidovic said.  
“Our goal is to be top of our conference 
this year.”
  The team is led by senior captains 
Savannah Thompson, Grace Green and 
Molly Murrihy. 
  “It’s awesome because everyone on this 
team has great capability to lead and shows 
it every day in practice no matter age or 
position,” Thompson said.  “Everyone has 
a great mindset and grit toward our goals.”

  At the highly anticipated game against 
McAuley on Sept. 12, the RedHawks lost  
in two games, 20-25 and 17-25. 
  The team is using the loss to McAuley as 
motivation for the rest of the season.
  “Sometimes a loss like this helps us 
regroup and focus on ways we can improve, 
junior middle blocker Mattie McCabe said.  
“This really fueled us to train to be better 
and stronger physically and mentally.”
  On Sept. 19 the RedHawks gave Marian 
Catholic their first conference loss in three 
games, going 23-25, 28-26 and 25-17. 
  “Beating an undefeated team was 
definitely a confidence booster for us,” 
senior outside hitter Maggie Meyer said.  
“It helped us realize that we’re capable of 
much more than we thought.”
  The RedHawks play in the ASICS 
Challenge Tournament at McAuley 
beginning at 5 tonight.

Senior setter 
Molly Murrihy 
gets ready 
to serve the 
ball against 
Mother 
McAuley on 
Sept. 12. The 
RedHawks 
return to 
McAuley 
tonight at 
5 to play in 
the ASICS 
Challenge 
Tournament.
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