
PAGE EIGHT                            MAY 5, 2017SPORTS 

by Sheila O’Keeffe
senior reporter

by Cara Donegan
senior reporter

by Gianna Miritello
junior reporter

                   photo by Stephanie Lysy

              photo by Colleen Biebel

  photo by Stephanie Lysy

Varsity baseball team aims for conference title

  

Volleyball team ready for playoffs

RedHawk softball stays strong

The 2017 RedHawk girls’ varsity softball team gathers on the home 
field before going on to defeat Lincoln-Way Central on April 17, 
5-4.  The team plays a doubleheader at Benet Academy tomorrow 
beginning at 11 a.m.

Senior Scott Bauer (#17) hits against his St. Rita opponent in the 
Red and White Gym on April 11. Both the varsity and sophomore 
volleyball teams won in two games.  The RedHawks host Nazareth 
on May 11 and Brother Rice on May 15 at 6:15 p.m. both nights.

Freshman Johnny Kubin pitches against Kimberly, WI on April 8 
at Marist, helping to lead the RedHawks to a 4-3 victory.  The 
RedHawks host a doubleheader tomorrow against St. Viator 
starting at 10 a.m.

  The varsity baseball team currently 
has an overall record of 8-11 and a 4-4 
conference record. The RedHawks are 
coached by head coach Kevin Sefcik and 
assistant coaches Dan Higgins and Rich 
Robin.
  With nine returning seniors and two 
returning sophomores on this year’s team, 
there are some new faces. However, the 
hard work and determination from last 
year’s team is still there. 
  The baseball team does not pick captains. 
Instead all seniors are expected to step up 
and fill that role. 
  Four of those seniors plan on furthering 
their baseball careers on to the collegiate 
level. Matt Donahue committed to 
Roosevelt University, Colin Pfotenhauer 
to Taylor University, Elijah Hynes to 
Concordia University Chicago and Nate 
Stiegal to Lewis University. 
  The RedHawks’ regular season goal is to 
win conference. With 10 conference games 

left, the team needs a record of 8-2 or 9-1 
to win the title. 
  The biggest obstacle the team faces right 
now is with the pitchers. They are walking 
too many opponents and need to throw 
more strikes, but the team is strong when it 
comes to batting.
  “This is the best hitting team I have had 
in the three years I have been here,” Sefcik 
said.
  Outstanding hitters include seniors 
Bryson Lewis, Stiegal, Hynes, Donahue, 
sophomores Jason Hodges and Justin 
Janas. 
  “I am looking forward to competing 
for things like a conference championship 
and a playoff run because we have a great 
team this year,” Donahue said. “I am really 
looking forward to seeing what we can 
accomplish.”
  The RedHawks are also preparing for the 
state tournament and came away with a 6-1 
win over 2016 defending state champions 
Providence on April 13.
  “I think we have proven that we can 
compete with the best in the state,” Lewis 
said.  “The playoffs will be very exciting.”

  With a 23-6 record, the boys’ volleyball 
team is looking forward to finishing its 
regular season and heading into playoffs. 
The team, top in the conference with a 3-0 
record, is eager to keep up the hard work. 
  The varsity team won the Marist 
Invitational on March 14.  The freshmen 
also won, defending their undefeated 
record.  Freshman Jake Bonnett was named 
the MVP of the tournament. Varsity came 
in third place at the Lafayette Invitational 
held on April 29. 
  The team is led by head coach Jordan 
Vidovic, assistant coach Maggie Strus 
and senior captains Jack Berglind, Mike 
Coogan, and Scott Bauer. 
  “The seniors on this team, especially the 
captains, lead by example and really make 
this team come together,” Vidovic said. 
“They have the best chemistry I’ve ever 
seen.”

  The team faced rough times beginning 
in March, when multiple players had to sit 
out because of injuries. 
  “It was a struggle, but it gave other 
players the chance to step up,” Vidovic 
said. 
  The team’s goals revolve around practice 
and determination and have contributed to 
this winning season.
  Some of the most challenging teams 
they will face include Brother Rice on May 
15 and possibly Sandburg in playoffs. 
  “We will prepare like we do for all 
teams,” senior outside hitter Chris 
Omiecinski said. “We will continue to 
work toward our goals and try to get better 
with every game.” 
  With playoffs coming, the team and 
coaches feel well prepared.
  “We feel good about playoffs,” Vidovic 
said. “We put ourselves in a good spot with 
our record. The only things left to do are 
continue to work hard, trust each other and 
stay healthy.”

  The varsity softball team looks to 
improve its record at a doubleheader 
tomorrow at Benet starting at 11 a.m.  
  Head coach Colleen Biebel is happy 
with the team’s performance this year. 
  “We had a tough schedule in April, 
and we came out with many great wins, 
including Lincoln-Way East, Lincoln-Way 
Central and Mother McAuley,” Biebel 
said. “One of the most exciting was a 4-2 
victory in a 12-inning game against St. 
Charles North. Sophomore Angela Zedak 
pitched all 12 innings.”  
  On April 28, the RedHawks beat Mother 
McAuley, 2-1 with runs scored by Zedak 
and senior third baseman Alexis Rogers.   
  Due to rain suspending Monday’s game 
into Tuesday, results were unavailable at 
press time.
  Zedak leads the team in scoring with 23 
RBIs and 16 runs. Freshman center fielder 
Brianna Brown and sophomore catcher 
Cassie Lindmark lead the team in batting 
averages.

  Biebel commends Rogers and right 
fielder Madison Franks for their leadership 
as the only seniors on the team.
  “[They] are doing a great job modeling 
what it takes to play at the varsity level,” 
Biebel said. 
  Having played four games before 
suffering an injury, junior center fielder 
Kara Apato observes the team’s success 
from the bench.
  “I see how much energy and fun the 
team has,” Apato said. “This team is full of 
leaders who will get the job done.”
  First-year varsity player junior Megan 
Verzoni says that she has learned a lot.
  “One thing [Biebel] focuses on is being 
mentally and physically prepared,” Verzoni 
said. “I now understand the importance 
of mentality and having faith in your 
teammates. Being a good teammate is a 
significant part of the game.”
  Biebel and her team look forward to a 
strong finish this season.
   “We’re having a lot of fun and the team 
chemistry is great,” Biebel said. “We had 
two injuries, but the girls are not using 
it as an excuse. They can compete with 
anyone.”
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