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A A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah

In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be one of
them. What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop? This story tells of a twelve year
old fleeing attacking rebels and wandering in a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, Beah had been picked up by the
government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. This is a rare and mesmerizing account, told
with real literary force and heartbreaking honesty.
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Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie

This book is the heartbreaking, hilarious, and beautifully written story of a young Native American teen as he attempts to break free from the life
he was destined to live. Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm
town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.
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,I:"li Abundance of Katherines by John Green

When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type is girls named Katherine. And when it comes to girls named Katherine, Colin is always
getting dumped; nineteen times, to be exact. On road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child prodigy is on a mission to
prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will finally win him the girl. Love, friendship, and a dead Austro-
Hungarian archduke add up to surprising and heart-changing conclusions in this ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself.

Sarah Dessen

| ' Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen

It's been so long since Auden slept at night; ever since her parents' divorce. Now she has the chance to spend a carefree summer with her dad
and his new family in the charming beach town where they live. A job in a clothes boutique introduces Auden to the world of girls: their talk,
their friendship, their crushes. She missed out on all that, too busy being the perfect daughter to her demanding mother. Then she meets Eli, an
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intriguing loner and a fellow insomniac who becomes her guide to the nocturnal world of the town. Together they embark on parallel quests:
for Auden, to experience the carefree teenage life she's been denied; for Eli, to come to terms with the guilt he feels for the death of a friend.

Beautiful Creatures - Kami Garcia
Lena Duchannes is unlike anyone the small Southern town of Gatlin has ever seen, and she's struggling to conceal her power and a curse that has
haunted her family for generations. But even within the overgrown gardens, murky swamps and crumbling graveyards of the forgotten South, a
secret cannot stay hidden forever. Ethan Wate, who has been counting the months until he can escape from Gatlin, is haunted by dreams of a
beautiful girl he has never met. When Lena moves into the town's oldest and most infamous plantation, Ethan is inexplicably drawn to her and
determined to uncover the connection between them. In a town with no surprises, one secret could change everything.

§ % Before | Die - Jenny Downham
Tessa, who has terminal cancer, creates a list of ten things she wants to do in the months she has left to live. This fierce and devastating novel

explores end-of-life realities with honesty and grace.
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Blood on My Hands - Todd Strasser

Callie is at an October keg party in the woods, when she notices that her friend Katherine has gone missing. Callie finds her, lying on a path, with
a big, bloody fake knife in her. She reaches for the knife and raises it, only to discover, to her horror, that it is real. At that moment, another girl
at the party stumbles on them, and takes a photo of Callie holding the bloody knife. Now she is the suspect in a grisly murder. How can she
prove her innocence and find the true murderer?

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas - John Boyne
When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being packed in crates. His father has received a
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promotion and the family must move from their home to a new house far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall
fence running alongside stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people he can see in the distance. But Bruno longs
to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this desolate new place than meets the eye. While exploring his new environment, he
meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very different to his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating
consequences.

burned

Burned - Ellen Hopkins
Raised in a stern, abusive Mormon household, a teenage girl starts to question her religion and struggles to find her destiny. Her father is
abusive, her mother is submissive, and her church looks the other way. Confused and angry, Pattyn Von Stratten acts out and is sent to live with
an aunt on a Nevada ranch. She finds the love and acceptance she craves, with disturbing consequences.
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E A Child Called It — Dave Pelzer

One of the worst child abuse cases in California's history came to an end on March 5, 1973 when Dave Pelzer entered foster care. Dave begins
his incredible story as an abused child with his rescue in part one of a series, A Child Called "It.” Sequels are The Lost Boy and A Man called
Dave.

e City of Bones — Cassandra Clare
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects to witness a murder committed by
three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disappears into thin air. It’s hard to call the
police when the murderers are invisible to everyone else and when there is nothing to show that a boy has died. Or was he a boy? This is Clary’s
first meeting with the Shadowhunters, warriors dedicated to ridding the earth of demons. It’s also her first encounter with Jace, a
Shadowhunter who looks a little like an angel and acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-four hours Clary is pulled into Jace’s world when her
mother disappears and Clary herself is attacked by a demon. But why would demons be interested in ordinary mundanes like Clary and her
mother? And how did Clary suddenly get the Sight? The Shadowhunters would like to know.
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# City of Thieves - David Benioff
Set in Leningrad in the depths of the German siege of 1941-42, David Benioff’s second novel is a moving exploration of the power of friendship,
played out against a backdrop of both the best and worst qualities war reveals of human behavior.

Compound - S. A. Bodeen
Eli’s father built the Compound to keep their family safe. They have spent six years in this vast underground structure to protect them from a nuclear
holocaust. Now they can’t get out. He won’t let them.
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s Deadline - Chris Crutcher

Ben Wolf has big things planned for his senior year. Had big things planned. Now what he has is some very bad news and only one year left to
make his mark on the world. First, Ben makes sure that no one else knows what is going on, not his superstar quarterback brother, Cody, not his
parents, not his coach, no one. Next, he decides to become the best 127-pound football player Trout High has ever seen; to give his close-
minded civics teacher a daily migraine; and to help the local drunk clean up his act. And then there's Dallas Suzuki; amazingly perfect,
fascinating, who may or may not give Ben the time of day. Living with a secret isn't easy and Ben's resolve begins to crumble, especially when he
realizes that he isn't the only person in Trout with secrets.

Eragon - Christopher Paolini Fantasy.

Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy until his destiny as a Dragon Rider is revealed. Gifted with only an ancient
sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and power. Now
his choices could save or destroy the Empire.
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LETTE Fallen Angels — Walter Dean Myers

Set in the trenches of the Vietnam War in the late 1960s, this is the story of Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the service when his
dream of attending college falls through. Sent to the front lines, Perry and his platoon come face-to-face with the Vietcong and the real horror
of warfare. But violence and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry struggles to find virtue in himself and his comrades, he questions why
black troops are given the most dangerous assignments, and why the U.S. is even there at all.

Go Ask Alice — Anonymous

It started when she was served a soft drink laced with LSD in a dangerous party game. Within months, she was hooked, trapped in a downward
spiral that took her from her comfortable home and loving family to the mean streets of an unforgiving city. It was a journey that would rob her
of her innocence, her youth and ultimately her life.

Great and Terrible Beauty - Libba Bray

It's 1895, and after the suicide of her mother, 16-year-old Gemma Doyle is shipped off from the life she knows in India to Spence, a proper
boarding school in England. Lonely, guilt-ridden, and prone to visions of the future that have an uncomfortable habit of coming true, Gemma'’s
reception there is a chilly one. To make things worse, she’s been followed by a mysterious young Indian man, a man sent to watch her. But
why? And what will her entanglement with Spence’s most powerful girls, and their foray into the spiritual world, lead to? Sequels are Rebel
Angels and The Sweet Far Thing.
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m Heist Society — Ally Carter

For as long as she can remember, Katarina has been a part of the family business; thieving. When Kat tries to leave “the life” for a normal life,
her old friend Hale conspires to bring her back into the fold. Why? A mobster’s art collection has been stolen, and Kat’s father is the only
suspect. Caught between Interpol and a far more deadly enemy, Kat’s dad needs her help. The only solution is to find the paintings and steal
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them back. Kat’s got two weeks, a teenage crew, and hopefully enough talent to pull off the biggest heist in her family’s history. With any luck
she can steal her life back along the way.

| How to Build a House - Dana Reinhardt
Devastated by her parent's divorce Harper Evans spends the summer with 11 other students building a house for a family in Tennessee and finds
herself healing while making new friends.

COLLINS

Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The
Capitol is cruel, keeping the districts in line by forcing them to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate
in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she is forced
to represent her district in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before and survived. Sequels are Catching Fire and Mockingjay.

ﬁ Hush, Hush - Becca Fitzpatrick

For Nora Grey, romance was not part of the plan. She's never been particularly attracted to the boys at her school, no matter how much her
best friend, Vee, pushes them at her. Not until Patch came along. With his easy smile and eyes that seem to see inside her, Nora is drawn to
him against her better judgment. But after a series of terrifying encounters, Nora's not sure who to trust. Patch seems to be everywhere she is,
and to know more about her than her closest friends. She can't decide whether she should fall into his arms or run and hide. And when she
tries to seek some answers, she finds herself near a truth that is way more unsettling than anything Patch makes her feel. Sequels are Crescendo
and Silence.

Jellicoe Road - Melina Marchetta

Abandoned by her mother on Jellicoe Road when she was 11, Taylor Markham, now 17, is finally being confronted with her past. But as the
reluctant leader of her boarding school dorm, there isn't a lot of time for introspection. And while Hannah, the closest adult Taylor has to family,
has disappeared, Jonah Griggs is back in town, moody stares and all.
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Life As We Knew It - Susan Beth Pfeffer

Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when a meteor knocks the moon closer to the earth. How should her family prepare for the
future when worldwide tsunamis wipe out the coasts, earthquakes rock the continents, and volcanic ash blocks out the sun? As summer turns
to Arctic winter, Miranda, her two brothers, and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where they subsist on
stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth of a wood-burning stove.

Lockdown - Walter Dean Myers

It seems as if the only progress that's going on at Progress juvenile facility is moving from juvy jail to real jail. Reese wants out early, but is he
supposed to just sit back and let his friend Toon get jumped? Then Reese gets a second chance when he's picked for the work program at a
senior citizens' home. He doesn't mean to keep messing up, but it's not so easy, at Progress or in life. One of the residents, Mr. Hooft, gives him
a particularly hard time. If he can convince Mr. Hooft that he's a decent person, not a criminal, maybe he'll be able to convince himself.

Looking for Alaska - John Green

Tired of his boring existence, 16-year-old Miles “Pudge” Halter heads off to seek his Great Perhaps at an Alabama boarding school, where new-
found freedom, guilty pleasures and an enigmatic girl named Alaska hurl him into life. First-time author John Green writes with intimacy, humor,
and insight about a world where intense friendship can lead to devastating loss,” says Committee Chair Michael Cart.

& Monster - Walter Dean Myers

FADE IN: Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon sits on the edge of a cot in Cell Block D of the Manhattan Detention Center. A dingy gray, early morning
light filters in from the window and splashes his light brown face. Next to him, as the camera moves into focus, we see the suit he will wear to
court. His trial starts today.
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This is the beginning of "Monster!", a film written and directed by and also starring Steve Harmon. It's the incredible story of how one guy's life
was turned around by a few events, and how he might have to spend the rest of his life behind bars told as it actually happened.

My Sister’s Keeper - Jodi Picoult
Conceived to provide a bone marrow match for her leukemia-stricken sister, teenage Anna begins to question her moral obligations and decides
to fight for the right to make decisions about her own body.

Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist - Rachel Cohn and David Levithan

Two teens are thrust together for one hilarious, sleepless night of adventure in a world of mix tapes, late-night living, and, live, loud music. Nick
frequents New York’s indie rock scene nursing a broken heart and Norah is questioning all of her assumptions about the world. Though they
have nothing in common, except for their taste in music, their chance encounter leads to an all-night quest to find a legendary band’s secret
show and ends up becoming the first date that could change both their lives.
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Nineteen Minutes - Jodi Picoult

“In nineteen minutes, you can mow the front lawn, color your hair, watch a third of a hockey game. In nineteen minutes, you can bake scones or
get a tooth filled by a dentist; you can fold laundry for a family of five.... In nineteen minutes, you can stop the world, or you can just jump off it.
In nineteen minutes, you can get revenge.”

JOHN GREEN

e Paper Towns - John Green
Quentin Jacobsen has spent a lifetime loving the magnificently adventurous Margo Roth Spiegelman from afar. So when she cracks open a
window and climbs back into his life dressed like a ninja and summoning him for an ingenious campaign of revenge, he follows. After their all-
nighter ends, and a new day breaks, Quentin arrives at school to discover that Margo has disappeared. But Quentin soon learns that there are
clues; and they're for him. Urged down a disconnected path, the closer he gets, the less Quentin sees the girl he thought he knew.
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Right Behind You by Gail Giles
When he was nine, Kip set another child on fire. Now, after years in a juvenile ward, he is ready for a fresh start. But the ghosts of his past soon
demand justice, and he must reveal his painful secret. How can Kip tell anyone that he really is, or was, a murderer?

Shift - Jennifer Bradbury
Chris and Win take a bicycle trip across America after graduation, but only one returns and that person is pressured to reveal what happened.
Was a murder involved? Did one friend abandon the other? What really happened out there?
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f"M Shiver - Maggie Steifvater

For years, Grace has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house. One yellow-eyed wolf is a chilling presence she can't seem to live
without. Meanwhile, Sam has lived two lives: In winter, the frozen woods, the protection of the pack, and the silent company of a fearless girl.
In summer, a few precious months of being human . . . until the cold makes him shift back again. Now, Grace meets a yellow-eyed boy whose

familiarity takes her breath away. It's her wolf. It has to be. But as winter nears, Sam must fight to stay human--or risk losing himself, and Grace,
forever.
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:’) Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants - Ann Brashares

Carmen got the jeans at a thrift shop; they were worn, dirty, and speckled with bleach. Nobody knows why, but the pants fit all four friends
perfectly. Over a few bags of cheese puffs they decide to form a sisterhood, and take the vow of The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants. The next
morning, they say good-bye for the summer. And now the journey of the pants, and the most memorable summer of their lives, begins.
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B Sold - Patricia McCormick

Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut on a mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately poor, her life is full
of simple pleasures. But when the monsoons wash away all that remains of the family’s crops, Lakshmi’s stepfather says she must leave home
and take a job to support her family. Soon learns the unthinkable truth: she has been sold into prostitution.

Lakshmi is trapped until she can pay off her family’s deb. But the old woman running the brothel cheats Lakshmi of her meager earnings so that
she can never leave. Lakshmi’s life becomes a nightmare from which she believes she cannot escape. Then the day comes when she must make
a decision—will she risk everything to reclaim her life?

Speak - Laurie Halse Andersen
Speaking out at the "wrong" time by calling 911 from a teen drinking party has made Melinda a social outcast; now she barely speaks at all.
While Melinda's smart and savvy interior narrative slowly reveals the searing pain of that 911 night, it also nails the high-school experience. The
book is structurally divided into four marking periods, over which Melinda's grades decline severely and she loses the only friend she has left, a
perky new girl she doesn't even like. Melinda's nightmare discloses itself in bits throughout the story. She aches to tell her story, and well after
readers have deduced the sexual assault, we feel her choking on her untold secret. By springtime, while Melinda studies germination in Biology
and Hawthorne's symbolism in English, and seeds are becoming "restless" underground, her nightmare pushes itself inexorably to the surface.
When her ex-best-friend starts dating the "Beast," Melinda can no longer remain silent.
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Sunrise over Fallujah -Walter Dean Myers
Robin "Birdy" Perry is a new recruit from New York, who decides to join the army since he is not sure of what he wants to do. He is assigned civil
affairs, and gets along well with others in his group. They all think the war will end soon, but soon find out they will be here for much longer. As
Birdy also experiences the horrors of war, as some people close to him killed, he begins questioning if America can win, and if he was right to
sign up for the war in the first place.
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Tears of a Tiger — Sharon Draper

When Gerald was a child he was fascinated by fire. But fire is dangerous and powerful, and tragedy strikes. The one bright light in Gerald's life
is his little half sister, Angel, whom he struggles to protect from her father, Jordan Sparks, who abuses her, and from their mother, whose
irresponsible behavior forces Gerald to work hard to keep the family together. As a teenager, Gerald finds success as a member of the
Hazelwood Tigers basketball team, while Angel develops her talents as a dancer. However, Gerald learns, painfully, that young friends can die
and old enemies must be faced. In the end he must stand up to his stepfather alone in a blazing confrontation.

pCOthT Tenth Circle - Jodi Picoult

Trixie Stone is 14 years old and in love for the first time. She's also the light of her father's life. Until her world is turned upside down with a
single act of violence and suddenly everything Trixie has believed about her family seems to be a lie. For 15 years, Daniel Stone has been an
even-tempered, mild-mannered man. But years ago, he was completely different: growing up as the only white boy in an Eskimo village, he was
teased mercilessly for the color of his skin. To become part of a family, he reinvented himself, channeling his rage onto the graphic novel page
and burying his past completely, until now. Could the young boy who once made Trixie's face fill with light when he came to the door have been
the one to end her childhood forever? She says yes, and that is all it takes to make Daniel venture to hell and back in order to protect his
daughter.

% Thirteen Reasons Why - Jay Asher

Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a mysterious box with his name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers cassette tapes
recorded by Hannah Baker, his classmate and crush, who committed suicide two weeks earlier. On tape, Hannah explains that there are thirteen
reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out how he made the list.

Twilight - Stephanie Meyer
Isabella Swan's move to Forks, a small, perpetually rainy town in Washington, could have been the most boring move she ever made. But once
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she meets the mysterious and alluring Edward Cullen, Bella's life takes a thrilling and terrifying turn. Up until now, Edward has managed to keep
his vampire identity a secret in the small community he lives in, but now nobody is safe, especially Isabella, the person Edward holds most dear.
The lovers find themselves balanced precariously on the point of a knife, between desire and danger. Sequels are New Moon, Eclipse and
Breaking Dawn.

- Uglies - Scott Westerfeld

Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from a repellent
ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapults you into a high-tech paradise where your only job is to have a really great time. Injusta
few weeks Tally will be there. But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants to be pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. When Shay runs
away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the pretty world and it isn't very pretty. The authorities offer Tally the worst choice she can
imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn pretty at all. The choice Tally makes changes her world forever.

O
E----——l Waiting for Normal - Leslie Conner
Left to live in an old trailer under the overhead train track with Mommers, Addie is the child that has to learn to take care of herself. She almost
succeeds.

What | Saw and How | Lied - Blundell, Judy
When Evie’s father returns from the war, she expects life to return to normal but a mysterious trip to Florida, secrets, deceptions, and a first
forbidden love complicates things.

CHRIS CRUTCAER

@ Whale Talk - Chris Crutcher
There's bad news and good news about the Cutter High School swim team. The bad news is that they don't have a pool. The good news is that
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only one of them can swim anyway. A group of misfits brought together by T. J. Jones to find their places in a school that has no place for them,
the Cutter All Night Mermen struggle to carve out their own turf. T. J. is convinced that a varsity letter jacket, unattainable for most, exclusive,
revered, the symbol of all that is screwed up at Cutter High, will be an effective carving tool. He's right. He's also very wrong.

What Happened to Cass McBride? - Gail Giles

Kyle Kirby has planned a cruel and unusual revenge on Cass McBride, the most popular girl in school, for the death of his brother David. He digs
a hole, kidnaps Cass and puts her in a box underground. He buries her alive. But lying in the deepest dark, Cass finds a weapon: she uses the
power of words to keep her nemesis talking, and herself breathing, during the most harrowing 48 hours of her life.

Will Grayson, Will Grayson - John Green and David Levithan

One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, two teens—both named Will Grayson—are about to cross paths. As their worlds collide and
intertwine, the Will Graysons find their lives going in new and unexpected directions, building toward romantic turns-of-heart and the epic
production of history’s most fabulous high school musical.

é"ﬁ Wintergirls - Laurie Halse Andersen

Lia and Cassie were best friends, wintergirls frozen in matchstick bodies. But now Cassie is dead. Lia’s mother is busy saving other people’s
lives. Her father is away on business. Her stepmother is clueless. And the voice inside Lia’s head keeps telling her to remain in control, stay
strong, lose more, weigh less. If she keeps on going this way — thin, thinner, thinnest — maybe she’ll disappear altogether.
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