
WRITE THE GOVERNOR THIS WEEK TO URGE TEXTBOOK LOAN FUNDING  

Please take the time today to write a letter to Governor Pat Quinn asking him to propose funding for the Illinois Textbook 
Loan Program in his fiscal year 2011 budget.  It is most ideal if the letters reach him before the end of the month.  A 
sample letter is below.   

We urge you to personalize your letter and talk specifically about what the Textbook Loan Program has made possible at 
our school. Books we have received through the textbook loan program are: 
All levels of Geometry (Marcellin, Academic, Advanced, Honors) 
English 1 Academic and Honors 
U.S. History (Marcellin and Academic) 
Health 
Biology Academic 
Chemistry (Marcellin, Academic, Honors) 
Environmental Science Marcellin 
Some of these books are due to be replaced and it would be an extra burden on our parents to have to pay for these texts. 
Our hopes were to continue to add books to reduce the cost to parents.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
March  __, 2010 
 
Governor Pat Quinn 
Office of the Governor  
207 State House 
Springfield, IL 62706 
 
Dear Governor Quinn: 
 
I write today urging you to propose funding for the Illinois Textbook Loan Program in your Fiscal Year 2011 
budget.   
 
The Textbook Loan Program has been in operation since 1975.  Its purpose is to provide secular textbooks, 
learning materials and instructional computer software to public and nonpublic school students grades K-12.  
Although most of the program’s funding goes to public schools, Catholic schools have long depended on this 
program and have used the benefit to continually update math, science, and reading textbooks, as well as to 
purchase new instructional software for technology labs.  Students cannot learn or succeed without effective 
and up-to-date learning materials, and this program has helped ensure those materials are present in ALL 
schools.     
 
According to the Illinois State Board of Education’s (ISBE) published analysis, the Textbook Loan program 
impacts 2.1 million students and 164,000 educators.  In Fiscal Year 2009, the program provided 849,214 
instructional items to pupils in grades 7 through 12.  There are not many grant programs in ISBE’s budget 
that have had as far-reaching an impact for as long a time.   
 
Obviously, the state’s fiscal condition is dire.  We understand funding cuts must be endured in these difficult 
times.  However, when a long-standing program with a proven track record faces elimination, Illinois’ entire 
education system suffers.  It is also problematic when programs serving both public and nonpublic schools – 
such as Textbook Loan – are subject to disproportionate cuts in the state’s education budget.  ISBE’s 
strategic goals cite service to “all students” and “all schools.”  Unfortunately, last year’s budget cut the 
Textbook Loan completely and failed to reflect similar concern.  
 
We urge you to recommend that ISBE’s budget restore funding at the Fiscal Year 2007 level of $29.1 million.  
Such a recommendation recognizes the current fiscal condition of the state but also makes some attempt to 
meet the state’s obligation to provide sound, up-to-date instructional materials to all children.  Catholic schools 
provide great savings to the state: $1.5 billion annually.  We do not deserve to lose the limited state support 
given back.   
 
Thank you for your attention and support.  
Sincerely, 


