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THE ORIGINS OF MARIST EDUCATION 
 

 
The tradition of Catholic education that is known as “Marist” was 
begun by a French priest, St. Marcellin Champagnat, in 1817.  Today, 
Marist schools, colleges and universities are found in over 83 
countries throughout the world, leading hundreds of thousands of 
young people to be what St. Marcellin believed each of them could 
be – good Christians and good citizens. 
 
Dismayed by the ignorance he found among the rural children of 
southern France in the aftermath of the French Revolution and 
spurred on by a strong faith; Father Champagnat founded an order of 
teaching Brothers and established a network of village schools.  From 
the beginning, the schools reflected many of the qualities of St. 
Marcellin himself:  they were places where hard work and excellent 
achievement were valued, places where the individual was genuinely 
loved and prized, warm places where a strong family spirit was 
evident, places characterized not by a lack of pretense, but rather by 
simplicity and calm determination.  A special concern was afforded 
those students who found school difficult.  Above all, the early Marist 

schools were places that had the Gospel at their heart, encouraging students to respond to it with the same 
faith and generosity that Mary did. 
 
MARIST EDUCATION TODAY 
 
Today the charism which is at the heart of Marist schools and other educational ministries is being 
expressed by both Brothers and lay people.  Generations of teachers have been inspired by the Marist way 
and have made it their own beginning with the first Marist foundation in the United States in Lewiston, 
Maine in 1886.  Our US Marist schools have become known for their emphasis on spiritual and academic 
development, for their closeness to the communities they serve, and for the strong spirit which exists 
within them. 
 
A Marist school has the gospel of Jesus Christ at its heart.  The members of the school community seek to 
live out their response to the gospel with the same faith, hope, and love that Mary did.  Like Mary, they 
seek to make Jesus Christ known and loved. 
 
St. Marcellin Champagnat wished for Marist schools to have a family spirit where all would relate to each 
other as members of a loving family would intuitively do.  He believed that the key means of education was 
the personal relationship between teacher and student and so he encouraged the generous presence of 
teachers in the lives of the young.  He insisted on a prevailing simplicity that would ensure transparence, 
integrity and lack of pretense in relationships, method, and style.  He encouraged zeal and a love of work.  
These defining elements:  family spirit, presence, simplicity, love of work, and the way of Mary – give a 
Marist school its distinctive values and culture. 
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THE HISTORY OF MARIST HIGH SCHOOL – CHICAGO 
 
In 1962, Albert Cardinal Meyer requested the Marist Brothers to come to Chicago and oversee the 
planning, construction, and staffing of a new high school on the southwest side of the city. 
On November 6th of that year, Brother Pius Lyons arrived in Chicago to oversee the founding of the new 
school, and on June 3, 1963, ground breaking ceremonies were held.  To the astonishment of many, 
Brother Pius was able to open the school on September 9, 1963.  Seven Marist Brothers arrived on 
September 6th and began school for the three hundred and twenty freshmen who were enrolled.  
Permanent housing for the Brothers was not available until the completion of the monastery on December 
26, 1963. 
 
On September 8, 1964, a second class of students was added to Marist, bringing the enrollment to six 
hundred and fifty.  In September of 1965, the enrollment increased to nine hundred and sixty students, and 
finally an additional four hundred students entered in September of 1966.  Marist High School was now a 
four year educational institution. 
 
The interest in a Marist education had swelled the enrollment of the school and stretched the limits of a 
building built for 1200 students.  Consequently, John Cardinal Cody allocated funds for an additional wing 
for the building.  In September of 1966, a theatre, plus rooms 100 – 109 and 200 – 209 were added to the 
school complex. 
 
Marist High School’s facilities continued to expand with the addition of the Cardinal Cody Center which was 
made possible by a funding campaign.  This addition to the school was dedicated on October 1, 1978 and 
provided the students with expanded band facilities, music rooms, a wrestling room, and a campus center 
for general activities.  The expansion also allowed the school to enlarge the computer science program and 
to introduce an arts program.  Computer science benefited from further expansion in 1984.  The creation of 
a separate facility was made possible by a matching grant and fundraising.  In 2001 and 2002, building and 
enhancements continued with the creation of the Sterling Mortimer Center that included a fitness center 
and walk-in bookstore, and also the rehab of four science labs. 
 
On June 5, 2001, Francis Cardinal George gave the approval for Marist to become a co-educational high 
school.   The Class of 2005 represented the last all male class to graduate from Marist High School.  The 
Class of 2006 represented the first coed class to graduate from Marist High School. 
 
In 2008, the school completed a three-phase fundraising initiative, The Campaign for Time and Eternity.  
The capital improvements included in this campaign were:  the expansion of the library and cafeteria; now 
the McGowan Academic Resource Center and the cafetorium, resurfacing and expansion of parking lots, 
the installation of new tennis courts and an all-weather track, and the addition of a student activities center 
with a regulation size court and seating for 250.  An overarching fundraising effort happened throughout all 
three phases to build technology, financial aid and faculty development endowments.  This initiative 
continues to be a focus of the school’s fundraising endeavors. 
 
In 2010, the school kicked off the Red and White Campaign to improve the existing football stadium with 
turf, a new press box and other amenities.  By mid-2011, the project shifted to building a new varsity 
baseball facility on the west fields of the school.  These improvements ensure our students have state-of-
the-art facilities. 
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The 2013-14 school year marked Marist’s 50th anniversary.  The milestone was marked with celebrations 
including an opening mass celebrated by the late Francis Cardinal George and the Red & White Ball held 
downtown. 
 
Always a leader in education, Marist unveiled a plan to forge into the 21st century using the best 
technology, curriculum, and space available.  During the 2013-2014 school year, a one to one iPad program 
was introduced.  School leadership focused on hands-on, real world learning opportunities.  To that end, an 
entrepreneurial course was created for students to have hands on business world experience and access to 
industry leaders and mentors.  Several spaces in the school were renovated to provide innovative space for 
learning including an entrepreneurial space, graphic design studio, journalism workshop, and more.  A 
broadcast studio was also built to give students hands-on experience in front of and behind the camera.  
The Explore program launched to offer students mentorship, job shadowing, and internship opportunities 
to gain insight to college and career choices, and brought an esteemed group of professionals to campus to 
share their knowledge and expertise. 
 
In early 2018, Marist embarked on a capital campaign that would transform the Monastery, the original 
home of the Marist Brothers, into a 10-lab science center with an astronomy dome.  This innovative space 
will put teachers and students into the lab every day.  Its completion is in time for the 2019-2020 school 
year. 
 
Service, faith, travel, and co-curricular opportunities expand annually to provide students with skill building, 
leadership skills, cultural awareness, and spiritual development. 
 
 
 
MARIST SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES 
 
Marist Brothers’ Owned Schools: 
 
Florida (Miami):   Christopher Columbus High School (1959) 
Illinois (Chicago):   Marist High School (1963) 
Massachusetts (Lawrence):  Central Catholic High School (1935) 
New Jersey (Bayonne):  Marist High School (1954) 
New York (Briarwood):  Archbishop Molloy High School (1957) 
     (originally founded as St. Ann’s Academy (1892) 
New York (Bronx):   Mt. St. Michael Academy (1926) 
Texas (Brownsville):   St. Joseph Academy (1906) 
 
Marist Affiliated Schools: 
 
Oregon (Eugene):   Marist Catholic High School (1968) 
Florida (Miami Gardens):  Msgr. Pace High School (1961) 
New Jersey (Roselle):   Roselle Catholic High School (1959) 
New York (Poughkeepsie):  Marist College (1905) 
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MARIST HIGH SCHOOL 
4200 W. 115th Street 

Chicago, IL  60655 
Phone:  773-881-5300 

Fax:  773-881-0595 
Website:  www.marist.net (Daily Announcements available) 
School office/Receptionist/General questions:  773-881-5300 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Mission of Marist High School as a Roman Catholic, coed high school, is to make Jesus Christ known and 
loved in the Marist Brothers’ tradition, while preparing students for higher education and life. 
 
 

“Marist High School: 
Students four years, 

Brothers and Sisters for life” 
 
 
 
 

MARIST HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
Administrator/Telephone Extension/Email Address 

 
 

President     Bro. Hank Hammer/5369/ hammer.hank@marist.net  
Principal     Mr. Larry Tucker/ 5371/ tucker.larry@marist.net  
Dir. Of Curriculum & Instruction  Dr. Kathryn Baal/5325/ baal.kathryn@marist.net  
Academic Dean-Upperclassmen  Mr. Thomas Gouterman/5312/ gouterman.thomas@marist.net  
Academic Dean-Underclassmen  Mr. Joseph Inzinga/5361/ inzinga.joseph@marist.net  
Dean of Students-Upperclassmen  Ms. Beth O’Neill/5310/ oneill.beth@marist.net  
Dean of Students-Underclassmen  Mr. Don Pirkle/5322/ pirkle.donald@marist.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.marist.net/
mailto:hammer.hank@marist.net
mailto:tucker.larry@marist.net
mailto:baal.kathryn@marist.net
mailto:gouterman.thomas@marist.net
mailto:inzinga.joseph@marist.net
mailto:oneill.beth@marist.net
mailto:pirkle.donald@marist.net
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OFFICE CONTACTS/TELEPHONE EXTENSION/E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Accounting              Ms. Patti Derdzinski/5353/ derdzinski.patti@marist.net 
Alumni Office              Mr. Marty Wirtz/5376/ wirtz.marty@marist.net 
Athletic Director             Mr. Eric Simpson/5367/ simpson.eric@marist.net 
Assistant to the President            Ms. Ruth Maloney/5369/ maloney.ruth@marist.net  
Assistant to the Principal            Ms. Karen Laurencell/5371/ laurencell.karen@marist.net  
Attendance Office             Ms. Colleen Coyne/5350/ coyne.colleen@marist.net  
Bookstore              Ms. Eileen Keffer/5307/ keffer.eileen@marist.net  
Campus Ministry             Deacon Andy Neu/5337/ neu.andrew@marist.net 
Development Office             Mr. Thomas Inzinga/5379/inzinga.thomas@marist.net 
Dir. of Institutional Advancement                Mr. Steven Messina/773-245-4350/messina.steven@marist.net 
Dir. of Admissions             Ms. Alex Brown/ 5330/ alex@marist.net 
Dir. of Finance              Mr. Marion Klatka/5331/ klatka.marion@marist.net  
Dir. of Marketing             Ms. Patti Arvesen/5311/ arvesen.patti@marist.net  
Dir. of Student Activities            Mr. Brian Brennan/5319/ brennan.brian@marist.net 
Dir. of Technology             Ms. Irene Halko/5354/ halko.irene@marist.net 
Health Office              Ms. Sue Gardner/5352/ gardner.sue@marist.net 
Learning Resource Program Director           Ms. Sarah Kolkmeyer/5303/ kolkmeyer.sarah@marist.net 
Media Specialist             Ms. Kristen Rademacher/5356/ rademacher.kristen@marist.net  
Registrar-Academics              Ms. Colleen Connolly/5370/ connolly.colleen@marist.net 
Tuition and Bus Information            Ms. Kathy Majka/5317/ majka.kathy@marist.net 
 
GUIDANCE/TELEPHONE EXTENSION/E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 
CC of Guidance Department             Mr. Erik Christensen/5326/ christensen.erik@marist.net  
Sophomore Counselor 
 
College Counselors:             Ms. Kim Myers/5351/ myers.kim@marist.net 
               Ms. Nicole Peterson/5305/ Peterson.nicole@marist.net 
 
Social Worker              Ms. Cathaleen Novak/5314/ novak.cathaleen@marist.net 
 
Marcellin Counselor             Ms. Holly Cox/5327/ cox.holly@marist.net 
 
Senior Counselor             Mr. Patrick Ryan/5329/ ryan.patrick@marist.net 
Junior Counselor             Mr. Patrick Hennessy/5323/ Hennessy.patrick@marist.net 
Freshmen Counselor             Ms. Maggie Reif/5321/ reif.maggie@marist.net   
  
Learning/Accommodation            Ms. Margie Sweeney/5336/ sweeney.margie@marist.net  
Specialists              Ms. Erin Kelly/5304/ kelly.erin@marist.net 
 
Registrar-Guidance             Bro. Brice Byczynski/5309/ byczynski.brice@marist.net 
 
Faculty:  Faculty extensions and e-mail addresses are available on the school website. 
 

mailto:derdzinski.patti@marist.net
mailto:wirtz.marty@marist.net
mailto:simpson.eric@marist.net
mailto:maloney.ruth@marist.net
mailto:laurencell.karen@marist.net
mailto:coyne.colleen@marist.net
mailto:keffer.eileen@marist.net
mailto:neu.andrew@marist.net
mailto:messina.steven@marist.net
mailto:alex@marist.net
mailto:klatka.marion@marist.net
mailto:arvesen.patti@marist.net
mailto:brennan.brian@marist.net
mailto:halko.irene@marist.net
mailto:gardner.sue@marist.net
mailto:rademacher.kristen@marist.net
mailto:connolly.colleen@marist.net
mailto:majka.kathy@marist.net
mailto:christensen.erik@marist.net
mailto:myers.kim@marist.net
mailto:Peterson.nicole@marist.net
mailto:novak.cathaleen@marist.net
mailto:cox.holly@marist.net
mailto:ryan.patrick@marist.net
mailto:Hennessy.patrick@marist.net
mailto:reif.maggie@marist.net
mailto:kelly.erin@marist.net
mailto:byczynski.brice@marist.net
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FRESHMAN YEAR:  THE FIRST OF MANY SIGNIFICANT ACADEMIC TRANSITIONS 
 
What most freshmen do not understand yet is that this year will be the first of many significant transitions 
they will have to make in their lives.  How they handle this transition and what they learn from it will be 
invaluable to them in the future. 
 
There is no guidebook which will guarantee freshmen smooth sailing through the various transitions of 
freshman year, but there is the wisdom and experience of faculty, staff, and older students – some of 
whom have just completed the transition. 
 
FRESHMAN YEAR FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE ACADEMIC DEAN AND THE DEAN OF STUDENTS 
 
It takes a year 
 
Freshman year is a full year of transition.  Many freshmen mistakenly think that a successful first marking 
period or a successful first semester means they can let up a bit in their study habits.  Members of the Class 
of 2022 repeatedly remarked that the second semester caught them off guard.  They discovered that not 
only did the pace/amount of work increase, but also did their teachers’ expectations of them and their 
academic performance. 
 
Fall sports athletes usually do quite well in the first marking period because they know they have a limited 
amount of time in which to do their homework each night.  The challenge for these students comes if and 
when they are not playing a sport.  Suddenly there is more time, and often that means procrastination with 
potentially disappointing results. 
 
 
Homework 
 
Homework counts!  Many members of the Class of 2022 identified homework as one of the biggest issues in 
freshman year.  What many did not understand in August was that in high school, homework is a significant 
part of the quarter and/or semester grade.  Missing homework assignments can and do result in a failing 
grade. 
 
Homework is more than written homework.  Most freshmen learn quickly that just because there is not 
written homework does not mean that there is no homework.  Reading assignments and self-initiated 
review are important parts of the homework spectrum and vital for success. 
 
Handing it in is what counts.  Homework that is completed but not handed in cannot be graded and; thus, 
cannot count towards a grade. 
 
Deadlines are deadlines.  Most teachers have deadlines for handing in homework, and some freshmen 
were quite surprised when teachers didn’t accept late work.  I did it in school.”  No.  He/she didn’t!  Given 
the average daily homework load at Marist High School, it is not possible to do it all in study hall.  While 
there may be rare occasions when your daughter or son does not have any homework, he or she should be 
working every night doing written, reading, or review homework. 



7 
 

SKYWARD  
  
Our new Student Information System (SIS) for the 2019-20 school year will be Skyward.  Skyward offers our 
school a number of great benefits:  it is extremely user-friendly, it allows easy access to grades, test scores 
and missing assignments, it is innovative, offers outstanding support, facilitates excellent communication 
between the school and school families, and has a mobile app. Skyward Family Access is where you will 
view your tuition information, view cafeteria purchases made by your student, view grade history, 
schedules, etc.  
  
You were emailed Skyward Family Access activation information a few times in July/August – the activation 
link expires within 3 days. If you have trouble accessing, please email Ms. Colleen Connolly at 
connolly.colleen@marist.net. 
  
CANVAS 

Canvas is Marist High School’s Learning Management System. The Learning Management System or LMS is 
the software tool that schools use to administer, document, track, report and deliver an academic 
course.  Students have been using a number of different LMS tools over the last several years:  Plus Portals, 
Edline, Showbie, and ITunesU to name a few. Beginning in 2019-20 we will solely be using Canvas for our 
LMS.   Canvas offers our students a number of benefits:  it is easy to navigate requiring little or no 
orientation, it simplifies collaboration for group work, it is student centered, and it has a mobile 
app.  Canvas is also utilized at many colleges and universities as their LMS.  Canvas will be the central 
location online for students to view the syllabus, homework assignments, discussion boards, course 
calendar, etc. for each of their academic classes. There is a grading component to Canvas that some 
teachers will utilize to electronically score their assignments; ultimately, all of these grades will be merged 
to Skyward’s main gradebook for transcripts/report cards.  

Canvas Parent Codes were provided to your student during the iPad Orientation; if you did not receive the 
code from your student, they are able to generate a new code for you from their Canvas account. If you 
have questions regarding parent access, you can contact Ms. Colleen Connolly at 
connolly.colleen@marist.net.  

It is important that student and parent check Skyward and Canvas regularly.  If you have any questions 
about what you see, please contact your child’s teacher immediately.  Don’t wait until the end of any 
grading cycle. 
 
 
CONTACTING TEACHERS 
 
Every teacher at Marist has both an email address and a phone number/extension.  We recommend email 
as the most effective form of communication given that our teachers will not always be able to retrieve 
phone messages during the school day.  Teachers are aware that they should contact parents within 24 
hours of receiving a parent’s call or email.  If that does not happen, please contact Mr. Joseph Inzinga at 
extension 5361 or via email at inzinga.joseph@marist.net.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:connolly.colleen@marist.net
mailto:connolly.colleen@marist.net
mailto:inzinga.joseph@marist.net
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 

Religious Studies   4.0 credits 
English     4.5 credits 
Mathematics    3.0 credits 
Science    3.0 credits 
Social Students   3.0 credits 
Physical Education/Health  1.5 credits 
Visual and Performing Arts  1.0 credits 
World Language   2.0 credits 
Electives    3.0 credits 
Total     25.0 credits 
 

GRADE QUALITY POINTS 
 

Marist offers courses in a number of ability levels.  In order to maintain an equitable ranking process, a 
distinction is made in assigning quality points for each of the various levels. 
 

GRADE A.P. HONORS ADVANCED ACADEMIC 

A 5.5 5.0 4.5 4.0 

B+ 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.5 

B 4.5 4.0 3.5 3.0 

C+ 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.5 

C 3.5 3.0 2.5 2.0 

D 2.5 2.0 1.5 1.0 

F 0 0 0 0 
 

GRADING SYSTEM 
 
A = 93-100% 
B+ = 89-92% 
B = 85-88% 
C+ = 81-84% 
C = 76-80% 
D = 70-75% 
F - 69-0% 
 
FINAL GRADES 
 

1. Final Grades are calculated at the end of each semester and determine whether or not the student 
has passed or failed the course for the semester. 

2. The semester grade is the ONLY grade that appears on the student transcript. 
3. The semester grade is determined in the following manner: 

a. Semester coursework = 80% 
b. Semester exam = 20% 

4. Semester grades are used to calculate a student’s Grade Point Average (GPA).  The cumulative GPA 
is always calculated by the weighted grade. 
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INELIGIBILITY 
 

1. If a student fails two or more classes at the 1st or 3rd marking period of a semester or the final 1st 
semester grading period, he/she shall be ineligible to play in all athletic events or participate in 
extracurricular activities (i.e. dances, drivers’ education, etc.) for the following marking period.  An 
ineligible student will be subject to grade check-ins at intervals during the following marking period, 
which may or may not make them eligible for participation in athletics and/or extracurricular 
activities. 

2. Athletes may continue to practice at the discretion of the year level Academic Dean, but may not 
play or dress for games. 

3. Students participating in clubs or other activities may attend club meetings or practices only after 
attending the mandatory study hall period and/or with approval of the year level Academic Dean. 

4. Ineligible students may not participate in Drivers’ Education. 
 
COURSE FAILURES 
 

1. All semester failures must be made up at Marist High School Summer School or other coursework as 
approved by the Academic Dean. 

2. Students with excessive failures may be asked to leave Marist High School. 
 
ACADEMIC PROBATION 
 

1. If a student fails more than two classes in a semester, he/she will be placed on Academic Probation.  
A student with multiple Ds may also be placed on Academic Probation. 

2. Students on Academic Probation may be required to attend after school or lunch study sessions. 
3. If a student does not show marked academic improvement, he/she may be asked to leave Marist 

High School at the conclusion of the semester based on discussion and review by the 
Administration. 

 
ACADEMIC WATCH 
 

1. Incoming freshmen with significant issues in the 8th grade can be placed on Academic Watch for the 
first marking period of their freshmen year 

2. Freshmen with multiple failures and/or multiple Ds at the semester may be asked to leave Marist 
High School. 

3. Sophomores, juniors and seniors can be placed on Academic Watch for the 1st marking of the new 
school year based on the 2nd semester report card from the prior year. 

4. A review of all students on Academic Watch will take place during the 1st marking period of the new 
school year. 

 
HONOR ROLL 
 

1. The Honor Roll is calculated at the conclusion of each semester using weighted grades. 
2. The Honor Roll distinctions are as follows: 

a. Dean’s List = GPA of 5.0 or higher 
b. Honors = GPA of 4.5 to 4. 
c. A list of Honor Roll recipients will be posted at the conclusion of each semester. 
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Op†4Life 
 

Op†4Life is a comprehensive wellness program that empowers young men and women to make healthy 
choices.  It encompasses a dedication to the Catholic faith, a commitment to academics, and a desire to be 
involved and engaged at school and resources and support to opt out of drug and alcohol use.  This 
program emphasizes the importance of parents as partners with Marist High School, in shaping young men 
and women who are prepared for higher education and life. 
 
During the student’s four years at Marist, we work to develop a Catholic educational atmosphere through 
support, encouragement, and prayer.  We make great strides to provide a safe atmosphere where student 
services are available to help students develop academically, physically, socially, spiritually, and 

emotionally.  Op†4Life is a stepping stone towards these goals. 
 

There is no doubt that parents are the key players in the success of Op†4Life.  Through the sacrifice and 

commitment displayed by choosing Catholic education at Marist, parents’ goals for their children are 
articulated.  It’s through communication, education, and participation that Marist and parents’ guide 

students towards healthy living.  Two components of the Op†4Life are summarized below:  Alcohol Wise 
HS – Parent Wise, Mandatory Drug Testing. 
 
ALCOHOL WISE HS AND PARENT WISE 
 

One of the components of the Op†4Life initiative is the successful completion of “Alcohol Wise HS”, an 
online drug education/prevention course.  This course is required for all incoming freshmen.  Successful 
completion of this course is required to register for the classroom portion of Driver Education offered at 
Marist High School through CPS.  This course will be introduced to all freshmen during their advisory 
period.   
 
Additionally, an optional companion course “Parent Wise” is offered for the parents of incoming freshmen.  
Parents are encouraged to complete this course that offers insight on current teen culture, warning signs of 
drug/alcohol use, and provides guidelines and tips to talk with your teen about alcohol and drugs. 
 
Both online courses are offered through 3rd Millennium classrooms.  There is no cost for either of the 
online courses.  Login instructions will be shared with your student during the course registration process.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Don Pirkle ext. 5322. 
 
DRUG TESTING POLICY 
 
Mandatory Drug Testing Policy 
 
As part of our mission, we believe it is important to help our students make positive, healthy choices.  We 
believe prevention is the best goal set in attaining that mission.  The drug testing program will give our 
students a reason to say no to drugs and to help lead them towards healthy life choices.   
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Drug testing policy cont. 
 

1. At the beginning of the school year, parents are asked to sign a parental/student contract (page 5 in 
student handbook) that demonstrates the parents’ knowledge and acceptance of all school policies.  As 
part of this agreement, parents will sign allowing their child to “opt for” the drug testing program.  A 
parent of an incoming freshman ONLY can request to “opt out” of the drug testing program by 
requesting a mandatory meeting with the principal, Mr. Tucker.   Any parent who is requesting an “opt 
out” must call Principal Larry Tucker at 773-881-5371 prior to September 6, 2019 to set up a meeting.  
The handbook contracts are due the first week of school; following their collection, drug testing will 
begin. 

 

2. During the fall semester, all students will be tested.  Selection will be made by a software program which 
will assign each student a random number.  A list will be posted each morning outside the cafetorium.  
The test will be administered in the Athletic Office Training Room during the lunch and advisory periods.  
The drug test will analyze hair follicles for marijuana, cocaine, ecstasy, prescription drugs, and heroin.  
Samples will be tested by Psychemedics Corporation.  If a student refuses to be tested, that student will 
receive an out of school suspension until the student agrees to be tested. 
 

3. A third party affiliated with Marist will receive the confidential results.  A negative test outcome will 
result in a congratulatory letter being sent home to the parents and student.  A positive test outcome 
will result in a contact by the third party who will offer information and resources to the family.  The 
student will be required to be retested in 100 days.  If a student tests positive a second time, the matter 
will be referred by the third party to Mr. Tucker. 
 

4. A second positive test will result in Mr. Tucker making phone contact with the parents to make them 
aware of the second positive result. The student will be required to complete a substance abuse 
assessment through Rosecrance.  Mr. Tucker will notify Rosecrance immediately of the positive test 
result.  The parent will be required to contact Rosecrance within three days to set up an appointment 
for an assessment within one week’s time.  Additionally, the student and their parent/guardian will be 
required to sign a waiver, which will allow Mr. Tucker to speak to Rosecrance regarding the results of 
the assessment and the recommended follow-up.  This recommendation may include, but is not limited 
to:  prevention classes, individual counseling, intensive outpatient therapy, and inpatient therapy.   
 

5. The results of the drug testing will NOT be part of a student’s disciplinary or academic file at Marist High 
School and will be destroyed when the student leaves Marist High School.  Information provided by 
students during counseling sessions and/or on student data forms and other necessary paperwork is 
considered confidential in nature and will not be shared with other parties outside of school. 
 

6. If the recommendation calls for treatment and the student does not comply with the treatment, the 
student may face suspension or withdrawal from Marist High School. 
 

7. A SENIOR who does not comply with treatment may be suspended from school, may not be allowed to 
participate in extracurricular activities, including dances, Senior Prom, Senior Awards Night and 
Graduation, and could face withdrawal from Marist High School.   
 

8. During the spring semester, one third of the student body will be randomly selected for a second drug 
test.  The same procedures will apply for the spring testing as those in effect for the drug testing in the 
fall. 

 
9. As has been the ongoing policy of Marist High School, any student who is suspected of illegal substance 

use can be reported to the Principal or Dean of Students, and may be tested outside of this mandatory 
drug testing program.  
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Once MHS students arrive on campus at the beginning of the school day, they are expected to enter the 
school building and remain on campus unless they are excused by the Dean of Students.  Students are 
required to attend ALL classes during the school day. 
 
In case of illness or necessary absence, the following procedure is to be followed: 
 

 A parent/guardian must call the Attendance Office at 773-881-5350 prior to 8:30 AM to report a 
necessary absence on EACH day of the period of absence. 

 If a student is not called in by a parent/guardian ON THE DAY OF THE ABSENCE, the student will 
receive a 1-hour detention.  Consistent failure to call a student in by a parent/guardian will result in 
a 1-hour detention each time the student is not called in by the parent. 

 The Dean of Students will email a parent at the end of the school day if no call is received to verify 
their student’s absence.   

 
Tardies 
 
Regular and timely attendance is essential for student learning.  Marist expects students to be in class 
except when they are ill or have academic activities that take place outside the school building.  Classes 
begin at 8:30 AM.  A student who arrives late must report to and sign in at the Attendance Office. 
 

1. Although lateness is not considered acceptable, students will be excused for lateness FIVE (5) TIMES 
PER SEMESTER.  This is a total of TEN (10) late arrivals per year.  MHS feels that ten late arrivals per 
year are more than enough to cover transportation issues, illness, doctor appointments, 
oversleeping or a family need. 

2. NO tardy after the 5th tardy will be excused for any reason – even if the parent calls the student in 
late.  Only the Dean’s Office may waive a tardy after the 5th one. 

3. Students will be placed on TARDY PROBATION after the 5th tardy and will receive a detention for 
each tardy after the 5th one. 

4. A student who receives more than ten (10) tardies in a marking period may have their grade 
reduced by one letter grade for the class they are tardy for in that marking period.  Additionally, 
that student will receive a two (2) hour detention for each tardy after the10th one which must be 
served on the day the student is tardy and on the following day. 

5. Students are required to serve their tardy detentions ON THE DAY THEY ARE TARDY.  Failure to do 
so will result in two consecutive 7 AM detentions on the following two school days.  The student’s 
failure to follow through on this may result in parent contact and further disciplinary consequences 
for the student. 
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STUDENT BEHAVIOR CODE 
 

The Marist High School Code of Conduct (Section D in student handbook) is intended to provide students, 
parents/guardians and the faculty the following: 
 

1. An understanding of the behavior patterns expected of students. 
2. The procedures used in maintaining the standard of conduct. 

a. Class 1 Petty Offenses:  1-Hour Detention 
b. Class II Minor Offenses:  2-5 Hours of Detention 
c. Class III Major Offenses:  6 or more Hours of Detention and/or a minimum of ½ day 

suspension from school and possible loss of extracurricular activities and/or related school 
privileges at the discretion of the Dean of Students 

d. Class IV Offenses:  Minimum of 1-Day Suspension and/or Probation including Detention 
Hours and possible loss of extracurricular activities/and/or related school privileges at the 
discretion of the Dean of Students 

e. Class V Offenses:  Parental Withdrawal 
f. Class VI Offense:  Expulsion 

Note:  The Disciplinary Class of the Student Behavior Code represents the minimum disciplinary 
consequence.  The Disciplinary Class may be moved up to a higher class at the discretion of the Dean of 
Students. 
 

Note:  Students who have been dismissed from Marist High School for disciplinary reasons are not 
permitted to attend any Marist High School functions or have access to Marist High School property. 
 

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 
 

Disciplinary situations may be handled through one of the following avenues: 
 

1. Student-Teacher Conferences 
If a student’s behavior becomes problematic in the classroom, the teacher will request a conference 
with the student to discuss the behavior, the expected change in the behavior, and the 
consequence if the behavior does not improve. 

2. Detention-Referral to Dean of Students 
A teacher may give a student a detention or may refer a student to the Dean of Students to receive 
a detention.  The number of hours of detention given is at the discretion of the Dean of Students. 

a. Formal Detention is conducted Monday through Friday at 7:00 AM and at 3:00 PM daily   
b. Study Hall or Work Detention are two ways in which detentions are served.  Students are 

expected to bring academic materials with them to detention.  They also may be asked to 
perform work/service to the school. 

c. Detentions are to be served within three days of receipt.  Tardy detentions are to be served 
on the day the student is tardy.   

d. Saturday Detentions are held at the discretion of the Dean of Students and start at 7:00 AM. 
e. Athletic Practices and/or Extracurricular Activities are not valid reasons for missing 

detention. 
3. Suspension may be imposed by the Dean of Students.  All suspensions are out-of-school 

suspensions and result in the loss of school privileges and school related activities on the day, night, 
or weekend of the suspension.  Suspensions may be anywhere from one day to an indefinite period 
of time as determined by the Dean of Students. 
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ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
May be allowed in class for educational activities only. 
 

 Students are not allowed to use their phones or iPads to make phone calls, send text messages, 
tweet, snapchat, Instagram, instant message or otherwise communicate during academic classes for 
personal reasons. 

 iPads are NOT to be 3G/4G devices. 
 The Dean of Students reserves the right to view the contents of a cellular device (phone or iPad) if a 

student is under suspicion for cheating or other activities that violate a school disciplinary rule or 
policy, including the right to request the student’s password for that cellular device for purposes 
other than to gain access to the student’s account or profile on a social networking website.    The 
School may; however, conduct an investigation or require a student to cooperate in an investigation 
if there is specific information about activity on the student’s account on a social networking 
website that violates a school disciplinary rule or policy.  In the course of an investigation, the 
student may be required to share the content that is reported so that the School may make a 
factual determination. 

 Students are not allowed to videotape, photograph or record anyone (students, faculty, staff, 
visitors, guests, etc.) without his/her permission either on or off campus. 

 
SCHOOL HOURS 
 

1. Regular schedule:  8:30 – 2:45 
2. Building opens at 6:45 AM and closes at 5:00 PM unless a student is attending practice, meeting or 

an event. 
3. Students MUST be picked up by 5:00 PM because they are NOT allowed to remain in the building 

unsupervised. 
 
A.R.C. (Academic Resource Center) 
HOURS – 7:30 AM – 5:00 PM 
 
The ARC is a multi-media facility containing printed and electronic materials available for student and 
faculty research.   
 
BOOKSTORE 
 
The MHS Bookstore does not actually sell books; however, it does sell parts of the school uniform, school 
locks and a multitude of school athletic and sportswear. 
 
The Bookstore hours are posted on the website under the link “Bookstore”.  The direct line to the 
Bookstore is 773-881-5307. 
 
CAFETORIUM HOURS 
 

 7:00 am – 3:30 pm 

 Breakfast is sold in the Café from 7:00 to 8:30 AM prior to the beginning of school 

 The Pub sells food from 2:45 to 3:30 PM after school. 
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Marist High School Counseling Office Mission Statement 
 

1. The Guidance Department faculty members at Marist High School believe: 
a. All students have dignity and worth. 
b. All students have the right to participate in the counseling program. 
c. Each student has the right to counseling services without prejudice as to person, character, 

belief or practice, regardless of age, color, disability, ethnic group, gender, race, sexual 
orientation or socio-economic status. 

d. Each student has the right to self-direction and self-development. 
e. Each student has the right of choice and the responsibility for goals reached. 
f. All students have access to a full-time, state certified, master’s degree-level counselor to 

deliver the counseling program. 
g. Each student has the right to privacy and; thereby, the right to expect the counselor-student 

relationship to comply with all laws, policies, and ethical standards pertaining to 
confidentiality. 

2. The mission of the Marist High School counselors is to prepare all students academically, personally, 
and socially to contribute at the highest levels as productive members of society, through a 
partnership of empowered students, educators, parents/guardians, and the community. 

3. MHS counselors are concerned with the educational, career, emotional, and behavioral needs and 
encourage the maximum development of each student. 

4. Furthermore, the mission of the MHS counseling program is to provide a comprehensive, 
developmental counseling program addressing the academic, career, and personal/social 
development of all students. 

5. School counselors are professional school advocates who provide support to maximize student 
potential and achievement. 

6. In partnership with other educators, parents/guardians, and the community, school counselors 
facilitate the support system to ensure all MHS students have access to and are prepared with the 
knowledge and skills to contribute at the highest level as productive members of society. 

 
Personal Counseling and Guidance 
 

 MHS students are assigned a counselor at the beginning of their freshman year who will serve as the 
student’s counselor through all four years of high school. 

 The student’s guidance counselor will provide written college and scholarship recommendations 
upon request. 

 
Student Involvement 
 

 All MHS students will meet with their guidance counselor during the school year. 
 Additional meetings are welcome and can be scheduled as necessary or desired. 
 Meetings involving the student’s parents/guardians and/or teachers are encouraged. 
 Students and their parents/guardians are strongly advised to participate in workshops and other 

special events held throughout the school year at MHS. 
 Students will be required to fill out student data forms and other relevant paperwork related to the 

student’s academic and college career. 
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FRESHMAN DRESS CODE (2019 – 2020 SCHOOL YEAR) 
 
 

All uniform items must be purchased through Lands’ End and have the Marist High School logo on it. The 
ONLY exception are polo shirts which may be purchased through either Lands’ End or the Marist bookstore. 
More detailed uniform information can be found on the Marist website:  www.marist.net 
 
 
COMPLETE DRESS CODE is defined as the following and will be worn Monday through Friday. 
 

 Skirts for girls 

 Pants for girls and boys 

 Khaki shorts for girls and boys (on warm weather days) 

 Polo shirts for girls 

 Polo shirts for boys (before 11/01 and after 3/31) 

 Dress shirt/tie for boys (between 11/01 and 3/31) 

 V-neck sweater, v-neck vest and/or cardigans for girls and boys 
 
 
FRIDAYS WILL BE DESIGNATED AS “SPIRIT DAY” where all students will be dressed in “Complete” Dress 
Code.  However, students are allowed to wear any spirit apparel OVER their polo shirts and/or shirts and 
ties. Note that Friday is the ONLY day spirit wear is allowed. 
 

 Spirit apparel is defined as sports team apparel, club apparel, Kairos sweatshirt, team jerseys, team 
t-shirts, etc.  Spirit apparel is typically purchased through a student’s sports team, club/organization, 
or through the Marist Bookstore. 

 
 
PE UNIFORMS – (purchased through Lands’ End) 
 

 Shorts:   Mesh shorts or athletic shorts 

 T-Shirts (Boys): SS Active Tee or SS/LS Essential Tee 

 T-Shirts (Girls): SS Active Tee or SS/LS Fem Fit Active Tee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.marist.net/
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MISCELLANEOUS DRESS CODE ITEMS 
 

1. Girls’ hair is to be neat, clean and well groomed.  Any hair color, hairstyle or hair accessory that 
brings undue attention to the student are not permitted.  Dying hair unnatural colors (ie. Pink, 
purple, bright red, green, blue etc.)  is not permitted.  Bandanas and head scarfs are not permitted.  
Headbands must be black, red, or white. 
 

2. Boys’ hair is to be neat, clean, and well groomed.  Hair may not extend below the shirt collar and 
must not cover the face.  Any hair color, hairstyle or hair accessory (ie., hair ties) that brings undue 
attention to the student are not permitted (i.e. mohawks, wedges, dreadlocks, tails, buns ponytails 
etc.). Dying hair unnatural colors (ie. Pink, purple, bright red, green, blue etc.)   Students may be 
asked by the Dean of Students to get a haircut if their hair is unkempt or unruly. 

 
3. Facial hair of any kind is not permitted.  Sideburns may not extend below the earlobe and must not 

be more than an inch wide.  Goatees, chin hair, and hair above the lip is not permitted.  Students 
may be sked to shave at school if deemed necessary by the Dean of Students.  Students will be 
charged $5.00 for the use of a disposable razor. 
 

4. Girls’ earrings, jewelry and make-up should not be excessive.  Body piercing, eyebrow piercing and 
gauges are not permitted.  Plastic studs in piercings are not permitted and students are not to cover 
piercings with Band-Aids. 

 
5. Boys’ earrings are not allowed.  Plastic studs in piercings are not permitted and students are not to 

cover piercings with Band-Aids. 
 

6. Earbuds, ear phones and/or headphones are prohibited in the hallways, in the cafeteria and in 
classrooms during the school day.  Earbuds, earphones and or headphones may only be used for 
academic purposes when permission is given by the student’s teacher or in the ARC for academic 
purposes. (not for music, game playing, non-academic videos). 
 

7. Cell phones are allowed in the school building, however, cell phones should not be a disruption to 
the academic purpose of the school day nor should it be a distraction to student socialization. 

 
8. Student Identification cards and lanyards are issued to every MHS student enrolled at MHS.  

Students MUST wear their ID card and lanyards at all times when they are in the school building.  
This includes all dress down days.  Failure to do so will result in detention hours being issued.  
REPLACEMENT ID’S ARE $5.00 and can be purchased at the Main Office (Deacon Neu). 
 

9. Tatoos are not permitted.  Pre-existing tattoos must be covered at all times. 
 

10.  Hats, caps, bandanas, head scarfs and male jewelry is not permitted to be worn in the school 
building and should remain in student lockers or back packs 
 

11. Gum is not permitted in the school building 
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SCHEDULE FOR 1ST WEEK OF SCHOOL 
 
Wednesday, August 21  8:00 – 1:30 PM Freshman Orientation 
Thursday, August 22   8:30 – 2:45 PM Full Day of School, “R” Day 
Friday, August 23   8:30 – 2:45 PM Full Day of School, “E” Day  
 
OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Thursday, September 19  7:00 – 9:00 PM Back to School Night (Parents) 
September 30 – October 5     Homecoming Week 
Saturday, October 5   7:30 – 10:30 PM Homecoming Dance 
 
 

DATES YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 

1ST Marking Period Begins  Thursday, August 22 
1st Marking Period Ends  Wednesday, October 23 
 
2nd Marking Period Begins  Thursday, October 24 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences  Monday, October 28 (12:00 – 3:00 PM; 4:30 – 7:30 PM) 
     (NO SCHOOL) 
 
Semester 1 Exams   Tuesday, December 17 – Thursday, December 19 
2nd Marking Period/Sem 1 Ends Thursday, December 19 
Flex Day    Friday, December 20th  
 
Christmas Break   Monday, December 23 – Friday, January 3 
School Resumes   Monday, January 6 
 
3rd Marking Period Begins  Monday, January 6 
Flex Day    Friday, February 14 
 
Spring Break    Monday, March 16 – Friday, March 20 
School Resumes   Monday, March 23 
3rd Marking Period Ends  Tuesday, March 24 
 
4th Marking Period Begins  Wednesday, March 25 
 
Easter Break    Thursday, April 9 – Monday, April 13 
School Resumes   Tuesday, April 14 
     
4th Marking Period/Sem 2 Ends Thursday, May 28 
2nd Semester Ends   Thursday, May 28 
 
The School Calendar is available on the Marist High School website:  www.marist.net  
 

http://www.marist.net/
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VISITOR MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
 
Marist High School will begin using the Raptor Visitor Management System to strengthen our program of 
campus safety for students and faculty.  Part of keeping students and faculty safe is knowing who is in our 
buildings at all times, and the Raptor system will allow us to do that.  The Raptor system will better allow us 
to screen visitors, contractors, and volunteers in our schools and provide us with a safer environment for 
our students and staff.   
 
Upon entering Marist, visitors will be asked to present an ID such as a Driver’s License, which can either be 
scanned or manually entered into the system.  If a parent or guardian for any reason does not have a US 
government-issued ID, the school staff member can use any form of identification and manually enter the 
person’s name into the Raptor system. The Raptor system will check to ensure that registered sexual 
offenders are not entering our school campuses.  The Raptor system checks the visitor's name and date of 
birth for comparison with a national database of registered sex offenders.  The registered sex offender 
database is the only official database checked by the Raptor system.  No other data from the ID is gathered 
or recorded and the information is not shared with any outside agency. Once entry is approved, Raptor will 
issue a badge that identifies the visitor, the date, and the purpose of his/her visit.  
 

Regular Bell Schedule 

Class Period Duration “R” DAY “E” DAY “D” Day “H” DAY “A” DAY “W” Day “K” DAY 

8:30 – 9:28 AM 
58 

minutes 
1 6 4 2 7 5 3 

9:33 – 10:33 AM 

All School Prayer 

60 

minutes 
2 7 5 3 1 6 4 

10:38 – 11:36 AM 
58 

minutes 
3 1 6 4 2 7 5 

11:41 AM– 12:39 PM 

CLASS/LUNCH/ADV 

58 

minutes 
4 2 7 5 3 1 6 

12:44– 1:42 PM 

CLASS/LUNCH/ADV 

58 

minutes 
4 2 7 5 3 1 6 

1:47 – 2:45 PM 
58 

minutes 
5 3 1 6 4 2 7 

 
ADVISORY/LUNCH 
 
Every student is assigned to a DAILY 25-minute advisory period and a 25-minute lunch period.  The advisory 
curriculum is determined by the school administration and will include presentations from guidance, 
student activities, campus ministry and the school administration.  The advisory period will also include 
time for students to complete homework, meet with guidance counselors, college counselors and to visit 
the tutoring center. 
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Mass Bell Schedule 

Class Period Duration 

Opening 

Mass 

09-12-19 

“R” Day 

All Saints 

Mass 

11-01-19 

“A” Day 

Christmas 

Mass 

12-09-19 

“W” Day 

Cath School 

Mass 

01-27-20 

“R” Day 

Ash 

Wednesday 

02-26-20 

“K” Day 

Holy Week 

04-06-20 

“E” Day 

All School 

Mass 

04-30-20 

“D” Day 

8:30 – 9:05 AM 35 minutes 1 7 5 1 3 6 4 

9:10 – 9:45 AM 35 minutes 2 1 6 2 4 7 5 

9:50 – 11:35 AM 105 minutes MASS MASS MASS MASS MASS MASS MASS 

11:40 AM– 12:30 PM 50 minutes 3 2 7 3 5 1 6 

12:35– 1:25 PM 50 minutes 3 2 7 3 5 1 6 

1:30 – 2:05 PM 35 minutes 4 3 1 4 6 2 7 

2:10 – 2:45 PM 35 minutes 5 4 2 5 7 3 1 

 

Rally Bell Schedule 

Class Period Duration 

Homecoming Rally 

10-04-19 

“D” Day 

Winter Rally 

01-21-19 

“H” Day 

Spring Rally 

04-17-19 

“R”Day 

8:30 – 9:22 AM 52 minutes 4 2 1 

9:27 – 10:10 AM 52 minutes 5 3 2 

10:24 – 11:16 AM 52 minutes 6 4 3 

11:21 AM – 12:13 PM 52 minutes 7 5 4 

12:18 – 1:10 PM 52 minutes 7 5 4 

1:15 – 2:07 PM 52 minutes 1 6 5 

2:15 – 2:45 PM 30 minutes RALLY RALLY RALLY 

 

 
 


