
Fall 2012

The

Where Marist Alumni Meet for News

1963         2013



2

Marist High School
4200 West 115th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655
www.marist.net

Letter From Brother Patrick

On the cover: 
Past Marist High School Brothers 
As we pray the Litany of our Saints, 
(and not so sainted brothers — one 
thing couldn’t be clearer, brothers 
are humans) may the founding and 
dedicated spirits of Oswald, Gerard, 
Robert, Patrick, Stokes, Paul, Ronald 
William, Ron, Michael Kieran, George, 
John, Wilfred, LeBlanc, Brice, John, 
Rich,  Hank, Frank, Dominick, Peter, Jim, 
Gerard, Kevin, Gagnon, Donnell, Tony, 
Kopper, Cogger, Vincent, Vito, Vincent, 
John,  Anthony, Patrick, Larry, Michael, 
Charles, Jim, Michael, Gerard, Larry, 
Larry, Michael, Lawrence, Sumner, Dan, 
and all the Marist Brother always walk 
these halls and playing fields. 
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Dear Marist Family,

You are invited! On September 9, 2013, 9:00 a.m., a bell will sound the fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of Marist High School, Chicago. You might have 
been there in 1963 when the first bell rang! If not, you have been here since. 

Regardless of when you were here, we hope you will come 
back to join us in a Mass of Thanksgiving in the Red and 
White Stadium on the Marist High School campus. Mark 
the date, and join us as we give thanks for the opportunity to 
educate so many young people for fifty wonderful years.

This year as we begin to prepare for this Golden Year 
of Marist, I invite you to join me in remembering some of 
the key people in our Marist history. First, let’s consider the 
Marist Brothers and then, our dedicated lay and religious 
faculty and staff.

On the front cover, you might recognize some familiar 
faces of some of the Marist Brothers who have been found-
ers, builders, administrators, teachers, coaches, moderators, 

spiritual leaders and directors. Some of you alumni have been around Marist 
for all of the 50 years since the time you were students, and maybe even now 
as parents or alumni parents.

We always start with Brother Pius Xavier fms, our School Founder and 
builder with Cardinal Albert Gregory Meyer in 1962-1963. We also remem-
ber the wonderful succession of school leaders: Brothers Patrick, George 
(John), Kevin, Anthony, Larry, Hank, Richard, John, Rick and Patrick.  
In addition to our religious leaders, we also have our longest serving Lay 
Principal, and very Marist, Larry Tucker from the Marist Class of 1979.

Four years after our opening, the 1967 Marist Plainsman editor wrote this 
dedication message about Br. Pius, but it aptly describes the Marist Brothers 
and their commitment “to make Jesus known and loved, in the spirit of St. 
Marcellin Champagnat.”

“...in praise of a man who devoted his life in serving others ... the ultimate tribute to 
the brothers must lie in the way that  they have described themselves ... accomplishment 
of service. In their commitments as religious and as educators of youth, the brothers have 

sought to obey the will of God. The concrete form of the school 
Br. Pius founded Marist’s growing stature in the community, 
the individual and collective spirit of the student body; all are 
significant comments on the success of that dedication.”

Each Marist Brother attempts “to brother” in his 
own way. There were legendary Deans, Coaches, Parent 
Moderators, Campus Ministers, but always, first and 
foremost, Teachers. Christian and civic education goes 

hand in hand; Marist has always meant excellence “for time and eternity.”
May the Saints keep all of our Marist family in the hearts of Jesus and 

Mary, our good mother. See you in September, ‘13!

Br. Patrick McNamara, fms  
President

Next Issue: 
I would love to share some of 
your anecdotes regarding some 
of your favorite teachers beside 
the Brothers. I invite you to email 
me at president@marist.net to 
share a brief story. 
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Save the Date 
Marist Annual 
Alumni Dinner 
2013

Friday, March 22, 2013

Gaelic Park
Oak Forest, IL

Reunion Chairs
Jim Hall ’68 – 45 Year Reunion

Tony Ventura  ’73 – 40 Year Reunion

Leo Dignan ’78 – 35 Year Reunion

Tim Stanton ’83 – 30 Year Reunion

Jim Lundy ’88 – 25 Year Reunion

Tim Mulcahy ’93 – 20 Year Reunion

Jim Traut ’98 – 15 Year Reunion

If you are interested in assisting your 
classmates towards the success of your 
upcoming reunion, please contact  
Marty Wirtz at Marist 773-881-5376, 
mwirtz@marist.net.

News highlights

AMS Mechanical Systems, Inc.
John Berzanskis ‘75

Special Thanks to Our Alumni Golf Outing Sponsor:

23rd Annual 
     Dick Foy Open

Maggie MceLDowney ’07 has recently joined  

the Marist Faculty and Staff as a Development 

Associate. Maggie graduated as an Evans Scholar 

from the University of Illinois in 2011, majoring in 

Media Studies with a minor in Communications. 

She spent the last year working at De La Salle  

Institute as the Special Events Manager, and  

joined us in early August. 

Maggie grew up in St. Barnabas Parish, located 

in the Beverly area. She is thrilled to be back at 

Marist, and is looking forward to a lively and  

successful upcoming year.

Marist HigH scHool would like to  

congratulate sophomore Robert Lewis ’14 

on achieving the highest award of eagle 

Scout! Joe is a member of Boy Scout  

Troop #13 in Bridgeview, IL. We are so 

proud of your great accomplishment;  

you are an inspiration to us all.

Principal Larry Tucker ‘79 congratulates Robert Lewis ’14 
at this year’s first pep rally.

Committee:
Joe Fahey ’82

Mark Lingen ’82

Roger McGinty ’83

Tony Poole ’85

Kevin Galassini ’86

Gene McNulty ’86

On Monday September 24, 2012, Marist 
Alumni and Friends participated in the 23rd 
Annual Dick Foy Open. 120 golfers competed 
in the event held this year at Ridge Country 
Club. Proceeds from the outing benefit the 
Marist Work/Study Program. Thank you to 
our sponsors and committee members respon-
sible for the success of this year’s outing.
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News highlights

THe ReDHawkS woMen’S cross coun-

try team began its season at the Lyons 

Invitational on Saturday, September 1. The 

varsity team led by Maggie O’Loughlin 

‘13 placed 1st. Ann Marie Leonard ’14 and 

Julie Yaeger ’14 were also in the top ten of 

the meet. The Frosh/Soph and JV teams 

placed 4th in the 15 team race. In the 

sophomore race Catherine Viz ’16 was 4th.

aT THe SaMe Lyons Invitational, the 

Boys’ Cross Country Team finished 4th 

as a team against some of the best 

teams in the state. Kyle Hauser led the 

pack with a 2nd place finish of 15:16. Kyle 

Haberkorn, Luke Haberkorn, Jake Tracy, 

Dan Markunas and John McCabe all had 

good starts to the season.  

congRaTuLaTionS To THe varsity soccer 

team for their third place finish in the 32 

team Windy City Classic. They did so with 

a 5-0 win over Little Village. Seniors Billy 

Miller, Mike Trevino, Jon Peters, all scored 

and fellow senior, Brandon Rizzo added 

2 assists. Juniors Alex Meyer and Charlie 

Earner also contributed.

giRLS’ VoLLeyBaLL: After an opening 

loss to Hinsdale South, #1 ranked Marist 

defeated Wheaton North 25-7, 25-17.  

From there the team hosted Whitney Young 

whom they beat convincingly 25-8, 25-13.  

It should be another exciting year for the 

Lady RedHawks.

congRaTuLaTionS To senior basketball 

player Leah Bolton. Leah verbally committed 

to a four year basketball scholarship to play 

in the Big Ten at the University of Illinois in 

Champaign, Urbana. Congratulations, Leah!

O n Saturday, December 1, 2012, Br. Pat will open the Marist 
doors to welcome alumni, family and friends to the annual 
Christmas at Marist event. Guests can look forward to some 
old favorites as well as some new additions to the well-

attended evening. The VIP party, hosted in the ARC, invites 600 guests 
to start the night off right with lots of laughs and Christmas cheer. As the 
main event gets started, make sure to peruse the silent auction and basket 
raffle tables; there are some fantastic items to bid on this year. At 9:00 PM, 
the moment everyone has waited for … the Christmas at Marist raffle. Four 
lucky guests will walk away with tuition grants up to $9,000! Entertainment 
for this event will be provided not only by the Marist Band and Choir, but 
The Connexion Band will also perform in the main gym; get ready to dance, 
RedHawks. Santa himself will be stopping by to visit with our guests, take 
some pictures, and jot down what we all need for Christmas this year.

Currently, there are VIP and General Admission tickets available. VIP 
tickets are $175 and include: admission for two to attend the VIP pre-party 
(must purchase VIP ticket to attend pre-party) held from 6:00 PM - 7:30 
PM in the ARC, admission to the main event, food and drinks, and one 
entry in the Christmas at Marist Raffle. General admission tickets are $50 in 
advance/$60 at the door and include: admission for one to attend the main 
event from 7:00 PM to midnight with food and drinks. 

For complete event information, including how to purchase a ticket, 
volunteer, become an event sponsor, make a donation to our basket 
raffle, silent auction or live auction, please visit our event website at 
www.maristinsider.net/cam12, or contact Maggie McEldowney at  
773-881-5378 or mceldowney.maggie@marist.net.

The Marist family looks forward to welcoming more than 800 guests 
to our transformed, “Marist Winter Wonderland”. We would also like to 
thank our generous sponsors, donors, committee members and volunteers in 
advance because without them, this event would not be such a huge success!  

SPOrT NeWS
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Time & eternity honorees

2013  
Time & Eternity  
Award Honorees

B ob Malatt is more comfortable being a 
“behind the scenes” kind of guy, and 
that’s understandable.

Most people don’t care for attention – 
even good attention – to be thrown their way. Staying 
in the background is sometimes more comfortable, a 
little easier to take. However, here’s the thing: there are 
just those times when a little notice just has to be made, 
because it is appropriate and right and good to publicly 
express appreciation, which is the case for Bob and his 
many years of devotion to the Marist High School.

Bob, who graduated from Marist in 1973, contin-
ued his education at the University of Notre Dame, 
where he graduated in 1977 with a degree in finance.  
Upon graduation, he entered the work force where he 
said he spent two thirds of his career in banking. In 
the past several years, however, Bob turned his bank-
ing skills and knowledge to running his own business, 
and now works as a management consultant for small 
businesses and community banks.  

In 1978, he married his wife Susan, a former Marist 
cheerleader (and cheerleading coach for Marist), but 
don’t expect any details over how they met.  

“We don’t know when we met,” Bob said, laugh-
ing. “We didn’t date until we were in college, but we 
have no clue of when we met.”

What Bob and Susan do know is that both had 
younger brothers who were friends and attended 
Marist, and it turned out they grew up in homes that 
were only a block apart.

Bob Malatt (‘73)

››

The Midlothian Challenge
Marist Lady RedHawks placed first out of six teams in 

our inaugural event. Marist was led by Ashley Kay, Kelly 
Barker, Kaitlyn Maloney, Sam Smith, Madeline Jendra and 
Catherine Dillon. This is the first invitational won by the 
girls’ golf program to date. In addition, Marist had four girls 
medal for the event (placed in the top ten scores). Medalists 
were Ashley Kay 6th Place, Kelly Barker 8th Place, Kaitlyn 
Maloney 9th Place and Sam Smith 10th Place out of 34 
golfers. Also, the lady golfers beat Mother McAuley for the 
second time this year.  

Front Row: Kaitlyn Maloney ’15, Kelly Barker ’15, Sam Smith ’15, Ashley Kay ’14, 
Maddie Jendra ’13 and Catherine Dillon ‘13.
Back Row: Coach Patrick Hogan ‘05, Coach Dennis Walery, Coach Jim Barker ‘82.

National Merit Semi-finalists 
Marist Principal Larry Tucker ‘79 is proud to announce, 

National Merit Semi-finalists, Seniors Chris Shroba ‘13 
and Lucy Enright ’13. They are ranked in the top 1% in 
the country based on their PSAT test scores. They took the 
PSAT as juniors. Chris Shroba resides in Orland Park and 
attended Cardinal Bernardin Grammar School. Lucy Enright 
lives in Chicago and attended St. Walter Grammar School.  



The Point  

6

Time & eternity honorees

Bob and Susan went on to have two boys, both 
of whom went to Marist. Son Michael, ‘02, followed 
in his dad’s footsteps not only at Marist, but also by 
attending the University of Notre Dame, and Mark, 
’10 is currently a junior at Illinois Wesleyan University.

In addition to personally providing these two 
Marist alums, Bob generously gave his time and 
financial expertise to serving on the Marist Board of 
Directors from the 1990s until 2003.  

“I was chairman of the finance committee and 
it was a great experience. Everyone was very easy to 
work with and we accomplished a lot,” Bob said.

It was during Bob’s tenure, in fact, that Marist 
began the process of discerning whether the school 
should become co-ed. Even today, six years after 
Marist’s first co-ed graduation class from 2006, Bob 
likes to be clear that the choice to allow girls into 
the school was not based upon financial necessity.

“It was made clear to the board. We did not 
have to do this. We were looking at five years out 
and the school was very viable. Changing every-
thing was just the right thing to do and wasn’t done 
out of necessity, and I am glad I was a part of that,” 
Bob said.

Thinking back to his time as a Marist student, 
Bob said that the school “set the table” for him.

“Marist solidified and con-
tinued to form me educationally, 
spiritually, and physically to move 
forward.  Some of my closest 
friends today are Marist grads I 
did not know in high school. That 
connection we share is special.”

“I think Marist gave my sons 
a lot of things similar to what 
they gave me. Marist prepared 
them for the next step of their 
lives. It wasn’t a discussion in 
my house about where they 
would go to high school.  
They wanted to go to Marist, 
and I think Marist gave them a 
well-rounded background.”

Bob’s connections to Marist 
are far reaching to say the least. Two of his brothers, 
Rick and Roger graduated in 1968 and ’78 respec-
tively. The connections don’t end there, however. 
Susan’s brother, Jack Emerson graduated from Marist 
in ’78, and Susan’s sister, Cheryl, is married to Bill 
Frost, who graduated from Marist in 1971. Bill, who 
currently serves on the Marist Board of Directors, 
was Bob’s successor to chair the finance commit-
tee, and has two sons, Ryan, ’05, and Matt, ’09, 
who went to Marist, also. Susan’s other sister, Janet, 
is married to Vince Zawaski, who graduated from 
Marist in 1984. Their daughter Emily is currently a 
sophomore at Marist.  

Clearly, the Malatt family has many Marist 
connections, but that’s what Marist is: Marist con-
nects with heart. Marist is family. Bob experienced 
firsthand the family connection a year ago, when his 
father Ray (who was the first President of the Marist 
Father’s Club) passed away. Later, when a health issue 
became a concern in Bob’s family, they again under-
stood how Marist operates as a family.

“Brother Pat, the administration, faculty and staff 
were right there for us,” Bob said. “This is just an 
example of how they behave. They’ve always been 
there and they’ll always be there – just as I’ll always be 
there for them.”  

“  
Marist solidified and  
continued to form me  
educationally, spiritually, 
and physically to move  
forward. Some of my  
closest friends today  
are Marist grads I did  
not know in high school. 
That connection we  
share is special.”
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M arist High School alum Jim Nelson has a one 
word description of Marist: Home.

“Marist has been home for me since 1974, and 
it will continue to be home for my entire family 

for years to come,” Jim said.
Jim, who graduated from Marist in 1978, considered becom-

ing a priest following his graduation from Marist. In pursuit of 
that goal, he attended Niles College Seminary of Loyola Univer-
sity, but in the end, he did not choose the priesthood.

“That didn’t quite work out according to plan but I’m glad I 
at least tried,” Jim said. “It was a very small class at Niles College 
but I’m proud to say that most of us are still good friends today, 
and the right guys in my class went on to become great priests.”

Following college, Jim worked for a time at Park Lawn 
School and Activity Center, and he also worked as a truck driver, 
but he began to realize that truck driving in particular, with its 
work day that started as early as 2:30 a.m. was not to his liking.  

“I knew I had to find something easier to do in my life, so 
I started in sales in 1985 and I put that Marist education back 
to work,” Jim said. “My work in sales began to turn my career 
around and with a couple of friends, we started our own business 
in the basement of a house back in 1986. 

“We designed and sold trade show exhibits and I’m proud to 
say our company, Chicago Exhibit Productions, Inc., has been 
designing and building quality trade show exhibits worldwide for 
over 27 years.”

In addition to starting his business, Jim also met his wife 
Mary, and they recently celebrated their 25th wedding anniver-
sary. They have three children, all of whom are RedHawks. Son 
Michael, graduated in 2008, Patrick, who also goes by the  
name of “Hoss” graduated in 2011, and daughter Mary Kate is  
currently a junior, and will graduate in 2014.

“Raising our children in Oak Lawn made for an easy deci-
sion to send them to Marist. We are proud to say that all three 
children made the decision on their own to attend Marist, and 
they are so happy they did,” Jim said.

Jim said that his decision to become involved with Marist was 
a “no brainer.”  

“We do so many things in life through our children,” Jim 
said. “All our children were active at Marist right from the 
start. All three played sports, so volunteering became second 
nature and it’s been a lot of fun.”

Jim’s involvement has been varied, to say the least. He has 
chaperoned class trips, was on the committees for “Christmas at 

Jim Nelson (‘78)

“  
My Marist education  
gave me a great start in 
life, and one i continued 
through college. From the 
great dedicated teachers, 
who were all role models, 
to the Marist Brothers, 
who brought God into  
my daily life – I truly am 
a better person today 
thanks to all of them.”
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Marist,” and for finding a new football coach, 
and he even wore the Marist RedHawk cos-
tume during a home football game.

A very special memory to Jim is when he 
was asked to assist with coaching the fresh-
man baseball team, and later, the sophomore 
team as well. For a former Marist baseball 
player, this was a dream come true.

“I went from being called Mr. Nelson by 
my kids’ friends, to ‘Coach Nelson.’ Even to 
this day, when I am called ‘Coach’ by some 
of the past players, I’m not too proud to say 
that it brings a tear to my eye.

“My son Hoss was on both teams and 
that was definitely great, but being called 
‘Coach’ is my favorite memory.”

Jim now looks back on his time with 
Marist, he says, with more appreciation than 
when he was a teen.  

“I appreciate it more today because I 
wasn’t smart enough to figure out how much 
of a daily sacrifice my parents made. My 
Marist education feels more important to me 
today than it did many years ago.  

“My Marist education gave me a great 
start in life, and one I continued through 
college. From the great dedicated teach-
ers, who were all role models, to the Marist 
Brothers, who brought God into my daily 
life – I truly am a better person today thanks 
to all of them.

“I get a special feeling in my heart when 
I walk through those doors even today. I 
love seeing the dedication in the teachers’ 
eyes at Marist every time I see them, and 
you can’t help but see what a special place 
Marist is today. I love the Marist RedHawk 
motto: ‘Together four years, brothers and 
sisters for life.’”

That special feeling Jim gets in his heart 
when the walks through the doors? It is likely 
the very good and comfortable feeling most 
people get when they walk through the doors 
to come home.  

Chris Lawler (‘81)

M arist High School was no walk in the 
park, according to Marist alum  
Chris Lawler.

However, Chris, who graduated 
in 1981, is quite satisfied with how tough Marist was, 
because ultimately, he felt that Marist prepared him 
for a career, and for life.

Chris recalled that when he was ready to go to 
high school, there wasn’t much of a choice in his 
home. Marist was his parents’ decision, and as the 
youngest of seven children, Marist was also a practical 
choice. He understood then, and still understands that 
his parents weren’t going to send him off to a differ-
ent school when brothers, Peter, ’75, Warren ’77 and 
Charlie, ’78, preceded him at Marist.

“I didn’t really have a choice. I went where I was 
told. I wish I could say I had a calling but I went 
where I was told,” Chris said.

Chris knew his parents trusted the education he 
would receive at Marist, and he knew his parents 
valued a Catholic education, as well. He values that 
education, too, and is clear about how he feels about 
Marist’s curriculum.
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“You don’t want a walk in the park,” Chris said.  
“That’s why you pay that kind of money.

“Marist gave me so much – so much. They gave 
me discipline, and I also think they provided the basis 
for what I am today. They reinforced what I learned 
at home from my parents. They also reinforced my 
Catholic base.”

After graduating from Marist, Chris went on to 
Creighton University, a Jesuit institution, in Omaha, 
Nebraska, where he earned his undergraduate degree 
in history. He then went on to Chicago Kent College 
of Law, and graduated in 1988 with his law degree. 
Afterwards, he began his career as an in-house attor-
ney for an insurance company, and then in 1995, he 
started his own law firm, Hilbert, Lawler & Power, 
where he now works as a trial attorney for personal 
injury cases.  

In addition to his career, Chris is also active in a 
variety of professional organizations, and is a volunteer 
at his parish, St. Alexander, in Palos Heights, where he 
served on the school and finance boards. He was also 
recently voted “Sportsman of the Year” for his role as 
the head coach for school’s junior varsity football team; 
he described this honor as a very proud moment.

Chris and his wife Julie served as co-presidents 
of the Adoptive Family Guild at Catholic Charities. 
Chris still serves on the Board of Advisors and is a 
member of the Board of Directors. He also chairs the 
Youth and Family Services Board, one of the divi-
sions of Catholic Charities. 

“We enjoy working with charities. It is very ful-
filling,” Chris said.

Despite the demands of a busy schedule, Chris also 
finds time to volunteer at Marist, which he has done 
for about 10 years. He was first asked to volunteer 
by former Marist President Brother Rick Carey, but 
concerned about how much time he could devote 
to the school, he turned Br. Rick down. However, 
when he was asked to help again the next year, he 
agreed, and then later, in 2007, when Marist President 
Br. Pat McNamara asked if Chris would take over as 
the chairman of the Marist Board of Directors, Chris 
accepted. He is now in his fifth year as chairman.  

In addition to working as volunteer for the school, 
Chris is also a proud father of two sons: Brendan, 
a Marist senior, (who, according to his dad, loves 
everything about Marist), and Kevin, currently a 
seventh grade student at St. Alexander School. Kevin 
plans to join the Marist family when he graduates 
from grade school.

“Marist is an awesome school. It’s a school where 
there are people around you who care for you. That’s 
what it is all about. You go there and there are teach-
ers and coaches – all of these are people who care.

“When your child is not around Mom and Dad, 
you want him to be around people you trust. It’s not 
all about books,” Chris said.  

“Marist is a community and it’s more than that. 
You walk through the halls, and you go to classes and 
it’s just incredible to see what is going on. It’s electric.

“People at Marist care for the kids. If you’re going 
to be challenged, and you struggle, you want the 
teachers and administrators at Marist to be there to 
pick you up, and make you better prepared and ready 
for the future.  

“Life is tough. It is no walk in the park, and Marist 
understands that.”  

“  
Marist gave me so much 
– so much. They gave 
me discipline and i also 
think they provided 
the basis for what i am 
today. They reinforced 
what I learned at home 
from my parents. They 
also reinforced my 
Catholic base.”



The Point  

10

Why Our Graduates Continue 
Their Catholic Education

JaSOn DunneBack  
‘93

My experience at Marist 
High School allowed me 
to grow as a student, an 
athlete, and especially  
in my Catholic identity.   
I wanted to continue that 
same positive experience  
in college as I did at  
Marist, so I attended  
John Carroll University.

JOHn DunneBack  
‘93

My time at Marist not 
only provided me with 
a superior education, 
but it also gave me the 
opportunity to experience 
and meet terrific classmates 
and faculty who shared the 
same Catholic values as I 
did. I saw the opportunity 
to attend Marquette 
University as an extension 
of those experiences 
and values. I was not 
disappointed.

TIM DunneBack  
‘00

Choosing to attend  
The College of Holy Cross 
was a very natural decision 
for me. The understanding  
of the importance of 
academic excellence and 
the Catholic values Marist 
instilled in me created my 
desire to attend a college 
with the same principles.

“ ”



Fall 2012

11

ken kRaFT  
‘03 

My decision to attend 
Marquette was one that 
felt very natural given what 
I had learned at Marist. 
The Catholic values and 
the communal atmosphere 
at Marquette helped me 
realize it would be a  
great fit.

RYan kRaFT  
‘10 

Marist taught me so much 
as a student and as a 
person, so I knew I wanted 
a college that could do 
the same for me. I had the 
opportunity to visit both 
public and private colleges, 
but in the end I saw 
Marquette University as a 
larger version of Marist, and 
I couldn’t turn it down. It 
ended up being a seamless 
transition for me, and I have 
everyone at Marist to thank 
for that.

TIM kRaFT  
‘06 

The four years I spent at Marist were 
invaluable for a handful of reasons: the 
most important being the opportunity to 
learn about and grow within my Catholic 
faith. My faith has always been a big 
part of my life, and the Catholic values 
learned at Marist played a vital role in 
deciding my future after high school.

When deciding which college to attend, 
I knew I wanted to be somewhere 
where my faith could continue to 
grow, and Marquette was a perfect fit. 
Because of the lessons I learned and 
the Catholic experience I had at Marist, 
I was able to go into Marquette with a 
good mindset, anxious to continue my 
journey through Catholic schools. 

“ ”
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Why I Give to Marist

I entered Marist High School in the fall of 1968. As many families 
experienced, it was a great financial sacrifice to send a son to Marist. 
My father, Donald J. Doody, was a public school teacher and coach. He 
was a great guy who instilled in his four children a strong work ethic. 

He led by example, working two jobs his entire life. This enabled our 
mother to stay at home with my siblings and me. 

Besides my commitment to academics, I was fortunate to play football 
and baseball at Marist. As a result of that experience, I developed many 
friendships with fellow students, teammates, teachers, and coaches – many 
of which have lasted a lifetime. I truly loved my time at Marist.

After Marist, I graduated from college and went on to enter the  
business world. After exploring different career opportunities, I eventu-
ally settled into the health care industry. I co-founded a health care  
technology company that through hard work, and with the grace of 

God, became very successful. 

As a result of my financial achieve-
ments, and as a means to give back, 
I founded the The Donald J. Doody 
foundation in honor of my late father. 
My first choice to promote the  
Foundation was Marist.

With the support of Marty Wirtz, a classmate, good 
friend, and the current Marist Alumni Director, we set up 
a scholarship program that provided financial assistance to 
the families of young men committed to attending Marist. 

The Donald J. Doody Foundation Scholar ship program 
was very successful and gave many young men the chance to be part of the 
Marist family. 

The reality of Catholic education is that resources for capital improve-
ments are limited. Catholic schools do not benefit from tax dollars. However, 
to stay afloat in a competitive market, stagnation is not an option. As a former 
football player, I was proud to assist the Red and White Stadium Project with 
a donation, and I did so knowing it would benefit all Marist Students.

As you can see, I am a firm believer in “giving back.”In many different 
ways, we are all blessed. However, I believe my Marist experience, in large 
part, contributed to my successes as both a family and businessman. I ask you 
to join me in giving back to our alma mater so future Marist students can 
enjoy an outstanding Catholic education for decades to come.  

Jim Doody ‘72

Scan the QR code with 
your smart phone to 
see how you can give  
to Marist or use the 
inserted Marist giving 
form and envelope.
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D ecisions. Every life is filled with decisions and 
Jay Bergamini’s life is certainly an example of 
the many good outcomes that come along in a 
lifetime, simply as the result of good decisions.

One of Jay’s first good decisions came when he was about 
to start high school. Jay could not decide between Marist 
and another school, and on the day of the entrance exam, his 
father came to an intersection, and asked his son which way 
they should turn.

“I closed my eyes and within a second I felt a calming 
peace come over me. I said to my Dad, ‘Turn right’ (toward 
Marist) and you know what? I have never looked back. I was 
very lucky,” Jay said.

When Jay – all four feet and 11 inches and 105 pounds of 
intensity – entered Marist, he bravely made the decision to 
play football. Nicknamed “Piglet” by one of the coaches, he 
struggled to get through what he described as a type a football 
“boot camp.” 

“We could not take off our helmets – no water, just swal-
low a bunch of salt pills, and between double sessions you got 
to drink a quart of Gatorade. I was just thinking to myself, 
‘What did I get myself into?’”

He persevered, though, and today thinks the lessons learned 
in football were lessons for life, but just as importantly, he 
learned that Marist offered a lot academically, too.

“The education they provided was second to none. The 
teachers really did help me out a lot. They gave me a great 
foundation although at the time I did not recognize it.”

Jay graduated from Marist in 1973, and again, was faced 
with a decision. This time he had to choose a college, and 

Jay Bergamini (‘73)

››
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W hen looking back on my life I can’t 
help but be thankful for the position 
I have been put in to succeed. I have 
received a countless amount of support 

from family and friends over the years, but one place I 
find myself referring back to is my four years at Marist. 
Whether it is through my own memories or conversa-
tions with other alumni, it is evident to see there is a 
mutual feeling of gratitude towards our experience.

As much as I 
enjoyed my experi-
ence at Marist,  
I had no idea how 
influential the 
people, values and 
education would be 
in developing as an 
individual early on 
in my professional 
life. There are very 
few classes I could 
tell you what my 
final grades were, but 
there is no hesitation 

in stating every teacher I had in my four years and how 
I benefited from all of them in different ways.

I chose to donate my time and 
money to Marist because I will  
directly see the same benefits and 
opportunity that I received given to 
current and future students.

Marist is a place where most of its benefits do not 
come into fruition until you take your final steps off 
the campus as a student. You are given a key to open 
doors that possess endless opportunities. I encourage  
all of our young alumni to donate any amount they  
can in their young careers as it will be a contribution 
that will go far within our Marist community.  

Scan the QR code with 
your smart phone to 
see how you can give  
to Marist or use the 
inserted Marist giving 
form and envelope.

Patrick elwood ‘07
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given that Marist was not co-ed, Jay decided it was 
time for a chance to study with females. He therefore 
made the decision to attend Illinois State University, 
where the female to male ratio was 5 to 1. This ratio 
appealed to Jay, who enrolled and then soon discov-
ered that unfortunately, his grades had bottomed out. 
Apparently, that female to male ratio was a little, well, 
distracting to say the least, not to mention the time he 
spent watching football by himself.

Discouraged over his grades, he decided to join 
the Marines, but his father stepped in and asked Jay to 
do one thing: he asked his son to commit himself to 
school, and if that didn’t work out, the Marines could 
certainly be an option. Again, it was time for Jay to 
make a decision, so he chose to accept his dad’s plan, 
and gave his word he would spend more time in the 
library. Jay soon discovered his commitment to study-
ing had a good effect on his grade point average.

“My grades slowly improved, and improved, and 
improved and it was like throwing gasoline on a fire 
because my intensity was ignited. That night after 
my talk with my dad, I did not watch another college 
football game, NFL game, or any basketball or base-
ball games for the next three years,” Jay said.

Soon the Marines – at least for the moment - 
were an idea of the past, and with better grades, Jay 
was quickly accepted by Loyola University Dental 

School, where he began to study with even 
more intensity. Jay’s intensity for work was 
so extreme that his dad – the very person 
who encouraged him to be more dedicated 
to studies – was now slipping a few dollars 
to his son to get a pizza or ask a girl out.

Jay’s intensity did not waver, but when 
he finished his graduation requirements 
nine months early, he did “let his hair 
down” a bit, and began to date a young 
woman named Leslie. Leslie saw Jay 
through the last few months of school, not 
to mention Jay’s nonexistent paycheck and 
a living space that was one small room in a 
roach infested building.  

Soon, though, Jay’s situation was about 
to change. He graduated from Loyola 

dental school, and by now, was a commissioned 
Navy dental officer. Almost on a whim, he made the 
decision to ask Leslie to marry him, and Leslie, also 
a person of good decisions, agreed. The two headed 
out to Jay’s military assignment in San Diego, and 
Leslie became his “Cakes”(short for Baby Cakes) 
and he was her “Bergs.”

Before long, Jay began to consider a new career 
as an oral and maxillofacial surgeon, and ran the idea 
past his wife.

“Cakes, in true form, always supportive of me 
said, ‘Bergs, go for it.’

Before long, children entered the picture. Son Jay, 
was born during his dad’s residency, and just after 
Jay finished that residency, daughter Elyse was born. 
Daughter Karlie was born a few years after Jay started 
his private practice, and through it all, Leslie did the 
work at home, so Jay could concentrate on his career.

“She became a super mom while I worked,”  
he said.

Jay had a happy life. He had a lovely family, his 
career was going well, and he had many friends. In 
2000, though, he was diagnosed with Hodgkins 
Lymphoma, but the cancer, all in all, was just a “blip” 
along the way, because after 43 radiation treatments, 
and a reaffirmation of his faith in God, Jay was given 
the “all clear.” The next four years, according to 

“  
The education  
they provided was  
second to none.  
The teachers really  
did help me out a lot.  
They gave me a great  
foundation...”
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Kevin Brothen (‘87)

››

Jay, were great. He and Leslie talked about 
partially retiring, and they purchased land 
in Arizona, planning to sneak away from 
Chicago’s winters.

“Did you ever hear the saying, ‘If you 
want to make God laugh, make plans?’ 

“How true this was. Exactly six weeks 
after Cakes and I bought this property in 
Arizona she had a routine colonoscopy and 
was diagnosed with colon cancer.”

Cakes and Bergs fought her cancer 
together. They sought excellent medical care, 
prayed, and even took a trip to Medjugorje, 
where Jay said their spiritual lives were 
changed forever.

“After all the surgeries, procedures, and 
chemotherapy for six and a half years, Cakes 
never complained about anything. Never. 
But, on June 13, 2011 after five big surger-
ies and buckets, and buckets, and buckets 
of chemotherapy, our Lord took my Baby 
Cakes from me, our kids, our family, and 
friends and now she is in peace with no more 
surgery and no more chemotherapy. She is at 
eternal rest.

“One week before she passed away her 
last three words of her last text message to 
me was, “God is good.” Does that say some-
thing about a person’s spirituality?”

Decisions. Jay decided to go to Marist, 
to ISU, to Loyola Dental School, and then 
he decided to marry his “Cakes.” Together 
they decided to have three children, to keep 
a relationship with God, and to do their best 
as marital partners, parents, and best friends to 
one another.

Jay Bergamini would be hard pressed to 
find a negative in all the decisions he has 
made in his life.

“I have a new spiritual life thanks to my 
wife. This (the Marist Hall of Fame award) is 
an incredible honor. This was not luck. I am 
blessed and I have my Savior Jesus Christ to 
thank for it.”  

L ots of people like living in the limelight – 
they like attention focused on them, and to be 
fair, what’s not to like, as long as the attention 
is good?

And for the record, “limelight” doesn’t automatically 
mean someone is a Hollywood celebrity. People can be in 
the limelight in their jobs, their school, or their families 
just to name a few. There are all kinds of ways that focus 
can fall on someone.

Marist alum Kevin Brothen, for example, has enjoyed 
fair share of “limelight” moments, yet the interesting 
thing about Kevin is how often he draws others into that 
focus, so that the attention is shared. He does this often 
because quite simply, he believes in teamwork, and the 
idea that one person doesn’t win a game.

Kevin, who graduated from Marist in 1987, played 
football for the RedHawks for all four years of high 
school, including the year the team went to the state play-
offs. It was the only time Marist made it to the state level 
of competition, and instead of talking about his particular 
contribution to this effort, Kevin brought up names of his 
teammates, and said it was if everyone had the chance to 
be the reason for the team’s success.

“Each game we won was due to another person “step-
ping up” to make a major play or contribution to the 
win,” Kevin said. “Jerry Pianto, Jerry Joyce, Kevin Barry, 
and Pete Pasternak – it was never the same guy who was 
the hero. Sometimes it was the running back. Sometimes 
it was the quarterback, or the next game it might have 
been the defense that kept the other team from scoring. 
Everyone had a chance to contribute.”

Though the team did not win the championship game, 
Kevin was happy Marist made it as far as they did, and he 
has good memories from that time. Once he graduated from 
Marist, he went on to play football at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He graduated from Vanderbilt 
in 1991, with a degree in human development (similar to 
human resources) and a minor in health promotion. 

Before going into business, however, Kevin took his 
football skills to the National Football League, where he 
played for the Washington Redskins, the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
and the Miami Dolphins. Ask Kevin what he thought of 
playing for the NFL and the response is very quick.

“I loved playing. I loved the camaraderie, I loved 
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playing sports, and I loved being part of a team,” Kevin said.
Kevin was with the NFL for five seasons, and then turned his eye 

toward business, specifically managing sales teams and working on the 
ground floor of new businesses. Even in business, he referred to people he 
has worked with, and how important their contribution was to the suc-
cess of the company. In his position where he has managed sales teams for 
multiple companies, including a role as vice president of sales for several 
Fortune 500 companies, and a number of startup companies, he sees his 
role in recruiting, developing and retaining a sales team as similar to what 
a coach does with players. 

“You get to choose people when you build this team. You have a 
mission and you have a common goal. To be a great team builder, you 
have to have an ability to coach in a business like setting, and I have had 
some success at organizing a team. In one position I was the first manager 
to have 100% of the sales people make their quota and I was also able to 
quota 10 years in a row,” Kevin said.

That kind of success is impressive, and as usual, Kevin shares the credit for 
why he and his teams have had so much success. He shares that credit with 
Marist, and refers to the discipline he acquired when he was in high school.

“I always think that who you are as a person is where you have been, 
or your experiences in life. Marist is certainly a big part of who I am and 
a catalyst to my success. I remember at Marist we had Al Brazen. Mr. 
Brazen used to stand there and he would watch us (students) walk past. 
You had to have your top button buttoned, and he would look for the 
guys who didn’t have it buttoned.

“Marist required discipline. Marist gave support, but you have to have 
discipline and Marist gave me discipline. A big part of who I am is a big 
part of Marist High School,” Kevin said.

Kevin is so “sold” on Marist and on Catholic education in general 
that he has enrolled his two daughters in Catholic schools in Arizona, 
which is his home territory now. His daughter Claire is a freshman at 
Xavier College Prep School in Phoenix, and daughter Natalie is in sixth 
grade at Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

He said he hopes his daughters have the kind of education he had.  
“I had great teachers and going to my daughters’ open house, I saw 

the same thing I saw at Marist. The teachers love teaching just as Marist 
teachers did.”

Looking ahead, Kevin still has business goals, but he feels that his 
background at Marist helps him set his most important priorities.

“I have been a vice president of sales for several companies and some for-
tune 500 companies. My goal though, is that my kids are successful. By no 
means am I a holy roller, but it is important to have a relationship with God. 

“I also want to be a part of the Marist family,” Kevin said, once again 
affirming his interest in staying involved and committed to his “team.”  

“  
I always think that who 
you are as a person is 
where you have been, or 
your experiences in life. 
Marist is certainly a big 
part of who i am and a 
catalyst to my success.  
I remember at Marist we 
had Al Brazen. Mr. Bra-
zen used to stand there 
and he would watch us 
(students) walk past. You 
had to have your top 
button buttoned, and he 
would look for the guys 
who didn’t have  
it buttoned.”

Kevin and his daughters Claire (left) and Natalie (right).
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Mike Collins (‘91)

M ike Collins did not plan to attend 
Marist High School after graduat-
ing from eighth grade, but at the last 
minute, he changed his mind, and he 

is so very glad he did.
An avid wrestler, Mike could not help but 

notice that Marist won the state title in 1987, and 
his passion for the sport brought him to Marist. 
Very quickly, even though he was a freshman, 
Mike was immediately moved to the varsity team. 

“It was awesome,” Mike said. “To be a  
freshman and get pulled up to varsity? It was  
really awesome.”

Working out with the upperclassmen gave  
Mike the chance to improve upon skills that were 
already quite good. He eventually went on to 
compete individually at state for two years in a 
row — a feat that so far, only he and fellow Hall of 
Fame member Paul Andreotti ‘88 accomplished — 
and ended up as a runner-up in those competitions. 

Not bad for a guy who didn’t intend on being  
a RedHawk.

Mike recalled, though, that Marist wasn’t just 
competitive in sports.  

“There was academic competitiveness, too. It 
wasn’t enough just being a good athlete. There was 
competition in the classroom as well.” 

Mike took that competition in the classroom 
as seriously as he took it on the wrestling mat, and 
graduated from Marist in 1991 with a 4.75 grade 
point average. He joked that he did not have an 
excuse not to study, because a long bus ride, and 
sometimes a long wait before wrestling practice 
started, gave him a two hour block of time to do 
his homework every day.

After graduating from Marist, Mike headed 
off to the University of Missouri, in Columbia on 
a wrestling scholarship. While there, Mike was a 
Division I All American wrestler, and so far, he is 
the only Division I All American that has come 

“  
I had a wonderful  
example of teaching  
at Marist. The teachers  
cared. They listened.  
I learned the importance  
of striving to be  
my best, to never settle  
for mediocre. ”

››



The Point  

18

hall of Fame honorees

out of the Marist wrestling program, a record for 
which he has well deserved pride. 

“When you wrestle in college, everyone there is 
the best wrestler from high school, and that means 
the intensity and competitiveness shoots through 
the roof. The Division I guys are the pinnacle of 
the sport, so it’s very humbling that in the his-
tory of Marist’s great wrestling program, I’m the 
guy that made All American. It’s hard to put into 
words, the magnitude of how I feel about that 
accomplishment,” Mike said.

Despite a busy wrestling schedule, Mike gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree in food science and 
human nutrition, and immediately went to work at 
De La Salle Institute, in Chicago, where he became 
a science and math teacher. There he met his future 
wife Elizabeth, who was teaching math. 

The two decided to marry, but Mike also 
decided to continue his education. He went on 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in chemistry educa-
tion from Chicago State University, but he didn’t 
stop there. He also earned a master’s in science 
education from Governor’s State University, and a 
second master’s in curriculum and instruction from 
National Louis University.  

In 2001, he joined the faculty at Bremen High 
School in Midlothian, where he teaches AP chem-
istry and honors chemistry – courses that he hopes 
he teaches with the same dedication he received 
from his teachers at Marist.

“I had a wonderful example of teaching at Marist,” 
Mike said. “The teachers cared. They listened. I 
learned the importance of striving to be my best, to 
never settle for mediocre.  

“I try to teach that to my students today.  It really 
worked out for the best that I went to Marist, because 
it really paid off. I got such a solid background, and 
consider myself very lucky.

“One of the things I liked about 
Marist at the time was that it was 
an all boys’ school. i liked that 
i could be myself and be com-
fortable in my own shell. People 
asked me what I thought of girls 
going to Marist, and I will tell you 
– I had a wonderful experience 
there. I always say to people: 
‘Why couldn’t that experience  
be available for young women,  
as it was for young men?’

Today, Mike is the father to two young women, 
Gabriella, who is seven, and Luciana, who is four; 
one day they might have the opportunity to have 
the same experience their dad had at Marist. 

“I’ll give them the same chance to make their 
decision that I had (for choosing a high school), 
but I’ll have things to say for sure,” Mike said with 
more than a hint that he may encourage the girls to 
attend his alma mater. 

Mike, who coaches wrestling and golf at Bremen, 
said that today, in his 17th year as a teacher, he still 
has a passion for teaching and coaching.  

“For my future, I see myself staying in educa-
tion. I really enjoy teaching and a lot of that is due 
to the experience I had at Marist with good teach-
ers. I definitely see myself staying in the classroom. 
You know, if all the good teachers become admin-
istrators, who will teach the kids?” Mike asked.

Given his commitment to teaching, it seems like 
Mike is making a good choice to stay in teaching, 
just like he made a good choice for high school.   
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THiS PReSiDenT’S counciL DonoR RecogniTion RePoRT recognizes 

constituents who have invested financially in non-event support of Marist High 

School from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012. the benefactors listed in this report 
contributed $1,000.00 or more enabling Marist to continue its mission to lead 

young people to know and love God in the way of Mary, in the belief that they can 

become good Christians and good citizens. Financial support allows Marist to 

welcome all qualified young people, whatever their economic circumstances, offering 

each one an education which draws from our Catholic faith and prepares students to 

meet the demands of higher learning institutions.

thankyou.
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gorzelanny ‘00; AL

Hopkins Sewer & Water; LB 
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Jack Callahan Scholarship; CO 
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 Foundation; FO 
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Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Larson ‘76; AL 
The Lazzara Family Foundation; FR 
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Lombard Family Foundation; FO 
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Maryville Academy; FR 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Matushek III; CP
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✝ Deceased
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Dr. Eugene F. Dolehide; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Englehart; CP 
Equifax Foundation; MG 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Evensen; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Felix Germino; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. John Gilligan ‘73; AL, CP, PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Glaser ‘75; AL, CBM

Mr. John Gonczy; FAC 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Healy; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin M. Hughes `85; AL, CP 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Karas; FR, CBM
Mr. & Mrs. William Katzenberger ‘78;  
 AL, CBM, PA 
Kelly Nissan on 95th 
 Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Kelly `90; AL 
Mr. & Ms. William Landuyt ‘73; AL 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Lehnert; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mack ‘73; AL 
Marist High School Student Council; FR 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Martin; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McGunn; CP 
Mr. & Mrs. William Musil; FAC 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nicolai; FR 
N.I.T.E.; FR 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward O’Connell ‘70; AL, PA
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy P. O’Connell ‘84;  
 AL, CP 
Fr. Perez Knights of Columbus  
 #1444; LB 
Mr. & Mrs. John Peterson ‘69; AL 
Mr. & Mrs. David Piech ‘77; AL, PA 
Ray Vanco Childrens Foundation; FO 
Dr. Nicholas Rizzo ‘86; AL 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Rybak ‘96; AL 
Mrs. Patricia Sears; FR 
Mr. & Mrs. James Shannon ‘87; AL, PBM 
St Alexander Catholic Women’s  
 Club; FR 
St. Patricia’s Holy Name Society; FR 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Snyder; PA, FAC 
Mr. & Mrs. John Starcevich; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. David Symonanis; PA 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry F. Tucker ‘79; 
 AL, CP, FAC, CBM
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Unger; PA 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Wardell; CP 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ward; PA 
Windy City Thunderbolts 
 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Brennan `82;  
 AL, CP, PA, CBM
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Wirtz `72; AL, PA 
Mrs. Rose Zidek; PA 

PLeaSe ViSiT ouR weBSiTe, www.marist.net, to view the Donor Recognition Report in its entirety. The complete 
Donor list will be available by September 30, 2012. If you are a benefactor who has been overlooked, or if you prefer 
to have your name listed in the future in some way other than currently presented, please contact the school’s 
Development Office at 773.881.5377.

thankyou.
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Marriage
Christopher Denham ‘98, son of David and Barbara Denham of 
Alsip and Dr. Margot Campbell, daughter of Clayton and Maureen 
Campbell of North Haven, CT, are happy to announce their marriage 
on October 6, 2012. Christopher is also a graduate of the University  
of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.  

Margot is a graduate of New York University Medical School. The 
couple currently resides in New York City, where Dr. Campbell is com-
pleting her final year of residency at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital.  

Christopher continues to work successfully as an actor on 
Broadway, television and film. They will be married at the New 
England Carousel Museum in Connecticut and will enjoy a trip  
to France for their honeymoon.  

1994
Sean and Claire Reynolds announced the 
birth of their first son Harrison in August. 

1995
Bob and Nicole Steinmetz announced 
the birth of their son Declan in May.

1996
Tom and Sarah Wirtz announced the birth 
of their first son Dominic in August.

2001
Brian and Molly Hollock announced the birth 
of their first daughter Magdaline in July.

If you would like the birth of your first or 
next child announced in an upcoming Point, 
please contact Kerry Mullaney at Marist, 
773-881-5374, mullaney.kerry@marist.net

BIrThS

Marist Alumni, Big Ten Officials
Big Ten Officials, Head Linesman Jim “Red” Ryan ‘72 (left) 
and Referee Dan Capron ’74 shown before a recent game at 
Wisconsin’s Camp Randle Stadium. 

When he isn’t officiating Big Ten Football, Jim Ryan is a 
Brand Manager with Wirtz Beverage Group. He has been a 
Big Ten Official for 8 years and has been a football official pro-
fessional for 37 years. After Marist, Jim attended Benedictine 
University in Lisle where he was captain of the football team 
his senior year. He and his wife Linda reside in Darien, Illinois.

Dan Capron is the referee in this officiating group. Dan 
is a partner and founder of Capron & Avgerinos, P.C. a firm 
specializing in workmen’s compensation claims. He attended 
University of Illinois in Champaign and graduated in 1978. He 
received his juris doctorate from Indiana University. Dan and 
his wife Mary Anne live in Chicago’s Beverly neighborhood.  
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South Side Shows Support
Nearly 2,000 people filled 115 Bourbon Street 
Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012 to shower love over Mary 
Cate Lynch, an eight-month-old born with rare Apert 
Syndrome. Twenty-five children are born in the U.S. 
each year with the syndrome, which is visible in mal-
formations of the skull, face, hands and feet.

Mary Cate’s father Chris, Marist Class of 1998 
and mother Kerry, an Evergreen Park native, were 

overwhelmed by the show of support, but neither was surprised by the unity and 
compassion of their fellow South Siders.  

In Memoriam 
Please join the Marist  
Community as we remember  
our deceased alumni. 

Saturday, november 3, 2012
10:00 aM
Liturgy Marist chapel

Reception to follow with Father 
Bill O’Donnell as the celebrant.

1967 - Dennis Goral
1972 - William T. Biskup
1975 - John O’Malley
1979 - John J. McCartin
1980 - Daniel Andrews
1983 - Michael Beninato
1983 - Robert Feldmeier
1983 - Shawn Rogers
1987 - John M. Fallon
1987 - Michael T. Sterchele

❱❱❱
Save the Date  
The Class of 1988  
Principal’s Advisory 
Board wants you to 
save the date for our 
25 Year reunion.

Friday, March 22, 2013
6:00 PM
Gaelic Park
Oak Forest, Illinois

James Casillas ‘08
James (grzadzinski.james@ 
comcast.net) graduated with a  
BA in Music summa cum laude  
with minors in Philosophy and  
Business Administration, and an 
Honors Diploma, from Saint Xavier 
University in May. He is currently  
the music director at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Palos Hills.  

Rodrigo Floro ‘88
Rodrigo has relocated back to 
Singapore and has joined World 
Fuel Services Corp as its Asia Legal 
Director. In spite of the distance, 
Rod looks forward to seeing his 
classmates at the Alumni Dinner 
scheduled for Friday, March 22, 
2013 at Gaelic Park.  

  
Teagan White Design and Illustration
Teagan White ‘08 has started her own company and is a freelance designer & 
illustrator. She is currently living and working in St. Paul, Minnesota, where she 
recently earned her BFA in Illustration from the Minneapolis College of Art & 
Design. Her body of work encompasses intricate renderings of flora and fauna, 
playful depictions of cute anthropomorphic critters, illustrative typography, and 
everything in between.

Her clients have included Nike, Wired Magazine, Anthropologie, Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, Target, and many small businesses, independent musicians, 
and individuals. 

Show your support and check out her work at www.teaganwhite.com.  
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Tom inzinga (‘84)
Marist High School
Director of Institutional  
Advancement

❱❱ Please consider  
helping the students of 
Marist High School by  
visiting www. marist.net 
to make a donation or  
using the attached  
envelope. Don’t be a 
stranger to your alma  
mater: Come to a  
game, reunion, play or  
just stop by for a visit. 

BecauSe oF youR LoyaL SuPPoRT, the 2011-2012 school year was once again a 

successful time at your alma mater. The Stadium Project Campaign shifted from Phase I 

— the new stadium — to Phase II, the west side enhancements to the baseball facility.  

If you have not had the opportunity to see the improved varsity field, stop by and take  

a tour. The upgraded facility is incredible and second to none.

The school also installed 15 new 
SMART Boards in classrooms,  
bringing the total to 37 classrooms  
with SMART Board technology.  
That means 65% of Marist classrooms 
have this technology and a variety of 
subject areas can integrate the soft-
ware and resources into the curriculum. 
There are only 28 rooms to go.

Two science labs were remodeled with new equipment 

and desks, and the computers in the CAD (computer assisted 

drafting) Labs were upgraded.

Your donations assisted performing arts at the school by helping to underwrite 

the summer theater program. This year the program put on six sold out performances 

of “Into the Woods”. More than 50 current students and alumni were involved in this 

incredible accomplishment.

Lastly, and most importantly, the senior class graduated 448 new alumni. Many of 

these students would not have walked across the stage if not for the financial aid they 

received from the Marist Endowment and you! On behalf of all those eager and smiling 

faces, thank you!

Moving Forward
The Annual Fund this year will continue to focus on our efforts to have SMART 

Boards in each classroom. We will also use Annual Fund monies to continue science lab 

and classroom upgrades. And finally, the Annual Fund and other directed donations 

will be used for tuition assistance for families experiencing financial difficulties primarily 

due to loss of work — more than 35% of our families requested financial aid this year.

In addition to the Annual Fund and tuition assistance, fundraising will focus on 

maintaining our mission of “making Jesus known and loved” through donations to the 

Endowment Fund. This ongoing fundraising program remains the single most important 

initiative of our development efforts, as it ensures that Marist High School will be  

educating the young men and women of the South Side for years to come. 

Lastly, we continue to seek funds for the completion of Phase II of the Stadium 

Project Campaign — the west field enhancements. Pledges are still welcome and  

necessary to reach our goals and add a freshman baseball field.  

development office Update



Upcoming events

Saturday, november 3, 2012
Memorial Liturgy 
Marist chapel : 10:00 a.m.

Father Bill O’Donnell will  
be the celebrant.

Saturday, December 1, 2012
Christmas at Marist  
Marist High School

ViP 6:00 PM

general admission 7:00 PM

For more information, please contact 
Maggie McEldowney at 773-881-5378 
or at mceldowney.maggie@marist.net.

Friday, March 22, 2013
Alumni Awards & Reunion
Gaelic Park

awards ceremony: 6:30 p.m.

Reunion & alumni gathering:  
7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

cost: $75  
Includes three hour premium  
open bar, hors d’oeuvres and buffet

❱❱ Update Us!
we want to stay connected with  
our alumni so, let us know what you are up to.  
In upcoming editions of The Point, we will  
print Class Notes, but we need to know about  
your latest accomplishments and life events.  
Have you moved? Do you have a new job?  
Did you get married? Is there a new addition  
to your family? Let us know!

send stories, pictures and updated  
information to alumni@marist.net

“Like” us on Facebook:  
official Marist High school alumni community

Follow us on Twitter:  
MaristHsalumni

Connect with us on Linkedin:  
official Marist High school alumni community

Email us:  
alumni@marist.net

4200 West 115th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655
www.marist.net
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