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Letter From Brother Patrick

Summer 2012

Dear Marist Family,

Our 46th commencement is concluded, and now we welcome nearly 450 
spirited and hopeful RedHawks in to the Marist Alumni family. In addition 
to the many achievements our newest grads have earned, I am confident 

that they leave Marist with the awareness of their call and 
formation to be:
1.  Faith filled disciples of Jesus.  
2.  Empowered Gospel witnesses.
3.  Agents of justice and service.
4.   Servant leaders following the model  

of St. Marcellin Champagnat
5.  Spirit filled members of family and community.  

Let me share some of the parting thoughts of one  
of our graduates.  
“On one wall in Champagnat Square at Mairst, a placard 
displays one of the most famous sayings of St. Marcellin 
Champagnat. Each day, it reminds me and the hundreds of other 

students who pass by it that “to raise children, we must love them all and love them 
all equally.” I’ve learned in my experience at Marist that this phrase doesn’t solely 
apply to raising or teaching the youth of society. It easily applies to our duties as 
citizens of the United States. We must love each other and love each other equally. 
We must serve others with that love. We must protest and vote with that love.  
We must support our troops with that love. 
We must simply love”

These are challenging words. Yet, 
with the help of your prayerful and 
financial support, we are able to con-
tinue to form terrific students and offer 
amazing programs that inspire and train 
our students to be leaders. One such 
group that encourages leadership is the 
Marist Youth program. Over Memorial 
Day weekend, twenty-six of us, students 
and faculty, attended the National Marist 
Youth Gathering, conducted at Marist 
College in New York. The theme of the 
Conference was “Power of Presence”. 
During the workshop, we were all 
reminded that we, MARISTS, have 
the unique call to represent Mary’s love for the People of God. Like Mary, 
Notre Bonne Mere, we create a family, rich with respect for the dignity 
and differences of each of our family members. Please help us to continue to 
build the Marist family here in Chicago and throughout our world. 

May you remain in the hearts of Jesus and Mary,

Br. Patrick J. McNamara, fms
President
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In Memoriam 
Please keep the following alumni 
and their families in your prayers…

1967 - Dennis Goral
1972 - William T. Biskup
1975 - John O’Malley
1979 - John J. McCartin
1980 - Daniel Andrews
1983 - Michael Beninato
1983 - Robert Feldmeier
1983 - Shawn Rogers
1987 - John M. Fallon
1987 - Michael T. Sterchele
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Graduation

❱  The class of 2012 applied to 244 universities and colleges, a total of 1,852 

applications were sent out.

❱  97% of gradates will attend a university, college or community college and  

3% will seek immediate employment, enlist in the Armed Services or attend  

a trade school.

❱  Scott Lichner was selected as a Chick Evans Scholarship winner  

 and will attend Marquette University.

❱  There were 73 Illinois State Scholars and 2 National Merit Finalists.

❱  30% of the class was accepted to a Catholic university/college and 26% of those 

students who were accepted, plan to attend a Catholic university/college.

❱  35 graduates have been accepted to a university or college where they will 

play a sport.

❱  Some of the colleges and universities that our graduates will attend are: 

Carnegie Mellon University, Duke University, University of Wisconsin- 

Madison, Marquette University, University of Illinois- Urbana, Loyola 

University- Chicago, St. Norbert College, Loras College, St. Louis University, 

University of Iowa, University of Notre Dame, University of Texas-Austin, 

Augustana College, Saint Mary’s College, St. Ambrose University.

❱  Valedictorian, Dennis Lynch will attend Duke University and  

Salutatorian, Jake Stevens will attend Purdue University.

The distinguished Marist Faculty Award is the highest honor that the Marist 

High School community can bestow upon a graduating senior. The winner of 

this award has possessed all the qualities that are expected of a Marist student: 

scholastic excellence, leadership, honesty, integrity and spirituality. The 2012 

Marist Faculty Award recipients were: Patsy Healy and Dennis Lynch.  

Congratulations  
Class of 2012! 

John McKevitt ’12 (left) and Steven Nicorata ’12  
(right) spend some time with Guidance Counselor,  
Pat Hennessy, before graduation begins. 

448
Graduating Marist Students

89
Grads were Children of Alumni

$26, 383,626
Scholarship Monies Earned by the Class

97%
Attending a University/College

26%
Attending a Catholic University/College

BY THE NUMBERS...

At the Baccalaureate Mass held on Wednesday, May 16th at Holy Redeemer Church, 89 alumni 
and their graduates were honored for continuing their legacy as a part of the Marist family.
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Where Our Grads Are headed

Catholic School Choice

T he class of 2012 – future doctors, 
scientists, teachers, engineers, econo-
mists, farmers, attorneys and so many 
other career choices – are taking the 

next step into their journey toward adulthood as 
they head off to college, full of hopes, dreams, and 
maybe some hesitance, too.

Where are the graduates going as they make 
this next transition from high school to college? 
When this year’s class looked to move beyond the 
four years they spent at Marist, where did they 
decide to go?

The answer to that question varies, and of 
course, statistics have to be part of that answer. 
For example, this year’s senior class submitted 
more than 1,800 applications to colleges across the 
country. Not unexpectedly, many of the applica-
tions went to state schools in Illinois. The reason 
for the state school choice can be varied, but cer-
tainly the reality is that state schools offer value on 
the dollar, and in today’s sluggish economy, even 
one dollar saved is reason to celebrate. 

Still, the choice of a state school does not tell 
the whole story. It may be surprising to learn that 
a little more than 30% of the seniors applied to 
Catholic colleges and universities – with reasons 
that range from the practical to the sublime.

On the practical side? Money. According to 
Marist College Counselor Patrick Ryan, Catholic 
universities have bigger endowments, which mean 
these institutions can give more money than state 
universities. Realistically, any family considers 

their personal 
budget in making 
decisions for 
school, but again, 
this economy 
nearly begs for 
money to be a big 
consideration in 
any decision.

Money is 
only part of the 
picture, though. 
The less practical 
– more intangible 
– reasons for 
choosing Catholic 
schools are 
inspiring, sweet, 
and even heart 
warming.

“Students feel 
more at home 

TYPE OF INSTITUTION GRADUATES ARE ATTENDING

“ Catholic 
schools nurture  
and our students 
feel at home in  
that atmosphere. 
Our students are 
used to what we 
have here – peer 
leadership, our  
mission program, 
and our effort  
to give back.

GRADUATES ATTENDING  
A CATHOLIC INSTITUTION

OtherCatholic

26%

74%

Armed Services .5%

2 Year, Out of State Private College .5%

4 Year, Out of State Public College 22%

4 Year, In State Public College 23%

2 Year, In State Public College 16%

4 Year, In State Private College 20%

4 Year, Out of State Private College 18%
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Career Night

at Catholic schools,” Marist College 
Counselor Kim Myers said. “Most of 
the children who apply are Catholic 
and they like the feeling of home that a 
Catholic university gives.

“A lot of our kids want to live in the 
city and there is a familiar atmosphere 
at a Catholic institution. Students are 
familiar with the environment and the 
atmosphere.

“Catholic schools nurture.”
Patrick agreed with Kim’s description 

and added one of his own that is sure to 
warm the heart of any Marist alum.

“I had a student tell me: “It just feels 
like Marist.’

The “feels like Marist” sentiment 
can be due to the size of the school, the 
overall Catholic atmosphere, the com-
mitment to service, or all of these factors. 

“Catholic schools are smaller and 
can give more individualized attention,” 
Kim said. “Catholic schools nurture and 
our students feel at home in that atmo-
sphere. Our students are used to what 
we have here – peer leadership, our 
mission program, and our effort to give 
back. This is all second nature here. Our 
students are used to doing volunteer 
work and community service.”

What does this all mean? What 
does the choice of a Catholic school say 
overall? For those who like a bottom 
line, here it is: When a student seeks 
a college experience that is somewhat 
similar to the previous four years, it is 
a compliment – a testament to Marist’s 
commitment and effort given to nearly 
450 students this year.

Congratulations and all best wishes 
to the class of 2012. We’ll miss you, and 
we have a feeling – just a feeling, mind 
you – that you’ll miss us, too.  

O n Thursday, April 26, 2012 the Marist 
High School Development Office hosted 
a Career Networking evening social. The 
focus of the evening was to link Marist 

Alumni, well established in their respective careers, 
with younger Marist Alumni who have matriculated 
through Marist High School and college. The young 
alumni were there seeking career advice, guidance,  
and possible employment.

The alumni convened in the Marist Academic 
Resource Center. The format of the evening was 
informal. Participants 
had the opportunity 
to move about to visit 
and discuss chosen 
topics with each other. 
The Marist Develop-
ment Office is planning 
another Career Net-
working event during 
homecoming week on 
Thursday, October 4, 
2012. If you are inter-
ested in participating in 
this upcoming event or future affairs, contact  
Marty Wirtz, Marist Alumni Director, 773-881-5376  
or writz.marty@marist.net  

Alumni Networking  
        Event a Success

Joe Barthelt ’98 
speaks with  
Jillian Staffan ’07 
and Meghan  
Williamson ‘07.

More than 20 alumni 
were present to 
answer questions and 
offer career guidance 
to younger alumni.

Comprehensive Provider of Innovative 
Marketing and Communication Services

Special Thanks to Our Career Networking event Sponsor:
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2012 Alumni  
Reunion & Awards:  
In Review

Reunion 

Photographed:  

Top LefT:  
From left to right: Coach Mark 
Gervais visits with 2012 Hall of 
Fame Inductee, Ray Blake ’01 and  
Ray’s parents, Peggy and Fran.

Top righT: 
Some of the Marist Brothers  
who flew in from all parts of 
the country to participate in the 
festivities. From left to right: Br. 
Peter Guadalupe, Br. Don Neary, 
Br. Jim Devine, Marist High School 
President, Br. Patrick McNamara.

CenTer:  
The class of 1987 was well 
represented with the largest turnout 
for all recognized reunion classes.

BoTTom LefT:  
From left to right: John Rooney ’77,  
Br. Rich Grenier and Andy 
Hodorowicz ’77 enjoy catching up.

BoTTom righT:  
More than 400 were in attendance 
at the 2012 Alumni Reunion & 
Awards that was held on Friday, 
March 23, 2012 at Gaelic Park.

The Point  

reunion&awards 
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❱❱❱
Save the Date for the 2013 
Alumni Reunion & Awards: 

Friday, March 22, 2013

Gaelic Park
All alumni are invited to participate, even if it  
is not your designated reunion year. For more 
information contact Marty Wirtz at 773.881.5376  
or at wirtz.marty@marist.net.  

Reunion

reunion&awards 
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Financial Aid & endowment Classic

»Snapshots From Our 2012 
      Endowment Golf Classic

▲ Alumni basketball players Jeremy 
Nash ’06 and Colin Dolan ’05  
use the day share old memories  
of their days on the court and in  
the classroom.
t Tom Hardiman’70 receives 
some last minutes tips from the 
Midlothian club pro before he heads 
out to test his skill level against the 
very challenging Midlothian course.

t Current Marist students, who serve as caddies,  are part of the tradition of the Endowment  Golf Classic.

▲ From left to right: Chicago Blackhawks radio announcer, 

John Wiedeman, Pat Fitzgerald ’71, Don Hemmesch ’71, 

and Marist parent/Chicago Blackhawk trainer, Mike Gapski 

pose for the photographer before they tee off at 8 a.m.  

The early tee time opportunity was new to this year’s event.

▲ From left to right: Endowment Golf Outing 

Chairman, Jim Barker ’82 with daughter Kelly 

Barker ’15, Kelly Cronin ’06, Endowment  

Golf Outing Committee Member, and Kevin 

Pendergast ’10. Kelly Barker and Kevin Pend-

ergast volunteered as caddies for the event.
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1978
Cesar Dovalina, Jr. ’78 is currently the 
President of Cristina Foods, Inc. a wholesale 
foodservice distributor. Founded in 1989, 
Cristina Foods, Inc. has grown in to what is 
currently the only, LEED-Platinum certified, 
food distribution facility in the country. 
Located in the heart of Chicago’s Back-of-
the-Yards neighborhood, Cristina Foods is also 
the only Minority Business Enterprise in the 
United States with this unique distinction. 

1981

Steve Broniarczyk ‘81 retired from the US 
Army as a Lieutenant Colonel on April 13, 
2012 at Camp Atterbury, IN. Steve served in 
the Army for almost 27 years. Other Marist 
alumni in attendance were Phil O’Connor ‘81 
and Tom Johnson ‘81. During the ceremony, 
a moment of silence was observed for LT 
Bill Hurley ’81 who was killed during Opera-
tion Desert Storm. Steve is now a planner for 
the Indiana Dept. of Homeland Security. 

2008
Geneva Guinee ’08 graduated from the Univer-
sity of New England in June. Geneva has been 
accepted at Massey University in New Zealand 
where she will pursue her Master’s Degree  
and PhD.  

ClASS NOTeS

In the winter edition of The Point, we let you know that we wanted 
to start printing Class Notes so, here is our first round of accom-
plishments and life events that you’ve let us know about! Keep 
them coming! Have you moved? Do you have a new job? Did 

you get married? Is there a new addition to your family? Send stories, 
pictures and updated information to alumni@marist.net.

Congratulations to the following families on the birth  
of their future Marist RedHawks!

1992: Matt and Jennifer Rafferty welcomed a baby girl, Molly.
1995:  Mike and Mary DiNovo welcomed their bouncing  

baby boy, Roman.
1995:  Bob and Nicole Steinmetz made their son, Dempsey, a big 

brother with a baby boy, Declan.
1999:  Chuck and Sarah Lamphier are excited to announce the  

birth of their son, Matthew.

A Very Marist Wedding
Congratulations to Tom Andrews ’99 and Megan Scanlon (MHS 

English Dept.) who tied the knot on Saturday, May 26, 2012. Their 
wedding was the first ever to be held in the Marist High School 
chapel. Fr. Tom Hurley ’85 presided over the ceremony that united 

Tom and Megan in 
the sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony. Other 
alumni that participated 
were: Best Man, Pat 
Andrews ’81, Vocalist, 
Michael Gutrich ’81 and 
Photographer, Anne 
Soltis ’09. Although not 
Marist High School-
Chicago graduates, 
Megan’s sisters and 
Maids of Honor gradu-
ated from Marist High 
School-Atlanta, Katie 

Scanlon ’97 and Bridget Scanlon ’99. Additionally, Erin Kelly (MHS 
English Dept. and Choir Director) served as a vocalist and our very 
own resident DJ and maintenance staff member, Jerry Ramierez 
helped guests dance up a storm during the reception which was held 
at RoseAngelis in Lincoln Park. Many other alumni attended the 
wedding as guests and helped the couple celebrate their big day.  

Where Are They Now?

Alumni Updates
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News highlights

L ooking for a way to 
give back to Marist? 
The Alumni and 

Development Office is cur-
rently seeking alumni from 
the classes of 1995-2011 to 
help reach out to your class-
mates and encourage partici-
pation through event atten-
dance and financial support. 
The role of a class chair is 
not extremely time consum-
ing, but is very important 
to the future of Marist High 
School. In addition to assist-
ing the Development office 
raise funds through letter 
writing campaigns and phone-
a-thons, class chairs are also 
encouraged to make fellow 
classmates aware of upcoming 
alumni events and promote 
unity among their class. 
Current class chair members 
include: Steve Sise ’95, Mike 
Sorrich ’96, Tom Andrews 
’99, John Corrigan ’01, Sean 
McGann ’03, Joe Nicorata 
’04, Colin Dolan ’05 and 
Maura Shanahan ’07. Thank 
you to those alumni that have 
already stepped forward and 
volunteered to help with this 
important program. If you 
would like more information 
about becoming a class chair 
contact: Meghan Smith at 
(773) 881- 5378 or at smith.
meghan@marist.net  

Become  
a Class  
Chair!

Celebrating 125 Years
FROM MAY 25th TO MAY 28th more than 300 young men and women from high 
schools in Canada, Mexico and the U.S. gathered at Marist College in Poughkeepsie NY 
to celebrate the 125th year of the Marist Brothers presence in the United States. The 
theme of the four day celebration was the “Power of Presence” celebrating the impact  
of the Marist brothers on generations of young adults. Students were present from  
15 schools ranging from Tijuana, Montreal, Miami, New York and Chicago.

Brother Patrick McNamara, President of Marist Chicago, accompanied 26 students 
and teachers from Marist Chicago.   

( 1 ) The group of administration, faculty, staff and 
students that participated in the National Marist Youth 
Gathering in New York over Memorial Day weekend. From 
left to right: Executive Director, Tom Inzinga ’84, Kevin 
Shanahan, Greg Frey (Spanish), Adam Wouk ‘02 (Campus 
Ministry), President, Br. Patrick McNamara, Jack Hooker, 
Lindsay Bullington, Vince Caramele (Religion), Patrick Ryan 
’01 (Guidance), Melissa Wroblewski, Director of Curricu-
lum, Linda Casey, Jordan Shanahan, Sarah Inzinga, Steve 
Kamper, Julia Fell, Tommy Inzinga, Kerry Coyne, Ryan 
Tucker, Gina Horton, Emily Maxwell, Brian Lang, Adam 
Gonzalez, Will Brennan. Not pictured: Julie Kamper (Math)

( 2 ) Enjoying some sightseeing at Niagara Falls.

( 3 ) The students loved seeing the bright lights of  
Times Square in New York.

1

2

3



Red & White Stadium Project

Thank You  
For Helping Us  
Build Our  
Field of Dreams

»  fr. Chris gustafson ’80 blesses the 
newly built varsity baseball field.

»  Visitors check out the new home dug-out.

ALThoUgh The fieLD  
iS neArLY complete,  
there are still a few areas 
where we need your help.  
If you are still interested  
in donating to Phase II  
of the Stadium Project - 
Varsity Baseball Field, 
please contact Tom  
Inzinga at 773.881.5379  
or at inzinga.thomas@
marist.net.  

❱❱❱❱❱



Upcoming events

Monday, September 24, 2012
23rd Annual Dick Foy  
Alumni Golf Outing
Ridge Country Club
For more information contact:  
Marty Wirtz at 773-881-5376 or  
wirtz.marty@marist.net

Thursday, October 4, 2012
Alumni Career  
Networking Evening
Marist High School Library
For more information contact:  
Kerry Mullaney at 773-881-5374 or 
mullaney.kerry@marist.net

Friday, October 5, 2012
Alumni Family  
Homecoming Tailgate
Marist High School Cafetorium
For more information contact:  
Kerry Mullaney at 773-881-5374 or 
mullaney.kerry@marist.net

Saturday, October 6, 2012
Marist Alumni Tailgate at  
Notre Dame Football Game
Notre Dame vs. Miami @ Soldier Field
For more information contact:  
Kerry Mullaney at 773-881-5374 or 
mullaney.kerry@marist.net

Wednesday, October 10, 2012
President’s Council Dinner
Ridge Country Club
For more information contact:  
Dee Snyder at 773-881-5377 or  
dee@marist.net

Saturday, November 3, 2012
Deceased Alumni Mass
Marist High School Chapel
For more information contact:  
Kerry Mullaney at 773-881-5374 or 
mullaney.kerry@marist.net

Saturday, December 1, 2012
Christmas at Marist
Marist High School 
To make a donation for one of  
our auctions, purchase tickets  
or to learn more about event  
sponsorship contact:  
Meghan Smith at 773-881-5378 or 
smith.meghan@marist.net

Friday, March 22, 2013
Alumni Awards & Reunion
Gaelic Park 
For more information contact:  
Marty Wirtz at 773-881-5376 or  
wirtz.marty@marist.net 

❱❱ Update Us!
We WAnt to stAy ConneCted with  
our alumni so let us know what you are up to.  
In upcoming editions of The Point, we will  
print Class Notes, but we need to know about  
your latest accomplishments and life events.  
Have you moved? Do you have a new job?  
Did you get married? Is there a new addition  
to your family? Let us know!

send stories, pictures and updated  
information to alumni@marist.net

“Like” us on Facebook:  
official Marist High school Alumni Community

Follow us on Twitter:  
MaristHsalumni

Connect with us on Linkedin:  
official Marist High school Alumni Community

Email us:  
alumni@marist.net

4200 West 115th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655
www.marist.net
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