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Summer pilgrimage helps faculty connect with St. Marcellin

President Br. Hank Hammer, Principal 
Larry Tucker, Ms. Patti Arvesen, Mrs. 
Erin Kelly, Ms. Sarah Rakauskas and 
Deacon Andy Neu traveled to France on 
July 7 for a six-day pilgrimage to trace the 
steps of St. Marcellin Champagnat. 

Champagnat began the Marist Brothers 
200 years ago in the town of LaValla, 
France.  By 1840, the number of brothers 
increased to the point that the order 
needed to relocate to larger quarters at the 
Hermitage near Lyons.

The Chicago pilgrims, joined by seven 
other American Marists, were led by 
Br. Diogène Musine, who showed them 
the sites in and between LaValla and 
Lyons where Champagnat and his fellow 
brothers lived and worked. 

The pilgrims visited Champagnat’s 
room in the Hermitage. They also visited 
Champagnat’s hometown La Rosey and 
Marhles, where he received his first Holy 
Communion.

“I formed a closer bond with Marcellin,” 
Deacon Andy said. “I have heard the 
stories that we teach the students, but to 
actually walk on the paths and hills he 
walked on, everything suddenly became 
real.”

The experience also helped the pilgrims 
realize the importance of carrying on 
Champagnat’s mission of making Jesus 
known and loved here at home. 

“This pilgrimage solidified the 
mission in my life as a religion teacher 
to make others feel welcomed into the 
community,” Rakauskas said.

Current faculty, staff members and 
students will have the opportunity to 
participate in the Hermitage pilgrimage in 
July 2019.
“Hearing the stories of Champagnat is 

one thing, but to literally stand where he 
and the other brothers stood was moving,” 
Tucker said. 

“You feel the gravity of what these 
brothers did to make Jesus known and 
loved. You realize the importance of 
continuing this work 200 years later.” 
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Marist faculty from around the U.S. gather around the LaValla table 
built by St. Marcellin Champagnat and the first Marist Brothers.  
The faculty completed a weeklong pilgrimage to LaValla and the 
Hermitage in France this past July.

Campus engineer Matt Costello, ‘00 
participated in the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention’s Out of the 
Darkness Chicagoland Walk on Sept. 23, 
in memory of his late brother Brendan 
Costello, ‘05.

Costello’s life changed forever on 
Sept. 8, 2006 when he found his brother 
Brendan had taken his own life in the 
family’s garage.

“I went to the garage to get my sister’s 
notebook for her first day of college,” 
Costello said. “I’ll never in my life forget 
what I saw.  I tried CPR to see if I could 
bring Brendan back, but it was too late.”

Costello has two older siblings and 
four younger siblings, all of whom have 
adjusted but continue to find life after 
Brendan’s death difficult. 

“You learn to cope, but you never really 
get over it,” Costello said.

AFSP is the nation’s largest nonprofit 
organization dedicated to saving lives and 
bringing hope to those affected by suicide.

This was Costello’s 11th year walking 
to honor his brother and to promote 
AFSP’s goal to reduce the national suicide 
rate by 20% by 2025. 

“I want to bring [the issue] up more,” 
Costello said.  “I want more people to 
know about it and make the situation 
better.” 

Science teacher and soccer coach Kevin 
Butler was a classmate of Brendan’s 
and supports Costello’s commitment to 
AFSP’s cause.

“I did not know Matt until we met this 
past summer,” Butler said. “We talked a 
bit. I remember hearing the news about 
Brendan and it was upsetting. I want to 
help in any way.”

Costello offers advice to anyone who 
has lost a loved one to suicide and to 
anyone who might be depressed.

“Don’t be afraid to talk to someone,” 
Costello said.  “No one will judge you. 
Don’t hold it all in.  And remember that 
just going out of your way to say ‘hi’ to 
someone could change someone’s life.”

Students interested in discussing or 
learning more about this issue should see 
their guidance counselor.

Campus engineer Matt Costello, ‘00 completed his 11th annual Out 
of the Darkness Chicagoland Walk on Sept. 23, an event sponsored 
by the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 
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   Students are encouraged to participate 
in Hurricane Relief Week from Oct. 
2-6.    Daily collections will be taken in
each homeroom, with proceeds going to
help victims of Hurricanes Harvey and
Irma.  There will also be activities in the
cafeteria during all lunches.

Hurricane Harvey hit Texas on Aug. 25, 
causing extensive damage and flooding, 
after  up to 51.88 inches of rain fell in 
some areas. As of Sept. 6, Hurricane 
Harvey took 71 lives and caused damages 
estimated between $65 and $190 billion.
 Hurricane Irma hit Florida on Sept. 

10 and so far has caused 42 deaths and 
damages ranging from $50 billion-$100 
billion, with both tolls still rising. 
  Campus Ministry and Marist Youth 
organized Hurricane Relief Week after 
several students expressed a desire to help 
the hurricane victims.

  “Students’ eagerness to help and give 
back to those in need is what started this 
idea,” campus minister Patrick Meyer 
said. “It is important for us to come 
together as a community to help those in 
need and create a sense of hope for those 
affected by these catastrophic hurricanes.”
  The homeroom that raises the most 
money will be announced at the end of the 
day on Oct. 6 and will win a free breakfast 
on Oct. 9. 
  Activities during lunches include 
t-shirt and ice cream sales and a raffle for
students to win faculty parking places.
 All money collected will be donated 

through the St. Bernard Project, the 
organization that the juniors and seniors 
work with during their mission trips. 
Juniors and seniors will deliver some 
of the proceeds to the victims of the 
hurricanes during their mission trips later 
this school year.
  “We hope that all students will 
participate in our relief efforts by being as 
generous as they can,” Meyer said.
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