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Wanted for crimes against humanity

Christine Edgeworth
Sentinel

Inthe spring of 2003, three fimmakers,
Jason Russell, Bobby Bailey and Laren
Poole, traveled to Africa to document
the Darfur confict. Upon learning of
Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance
Army (LRA), the group shifted their
focus and founded Invisible Children in
2005. Since then, the group has shot and
shown footage of the conTFict to millions
of people around the globe, calling on
them to take action.

Joseph Kony took command of the
LRA 26 years ago, seeking to overthrow
Uganda’s Kampala government and
replace it with a regime based on the Ten
Commandments. Kony preaches to this
day that his commands come directly
from God and that those who do not
listen will be punished.

After failing to maintain support,
Kony began abducting children to get
the numbers he needed to keep his army
strong. Since 1986, an estimated 66,000
children have been taken. Kony and his
followers have raped and killed their
abductees, forcing boys to fght and girls
to be sex slaves.

In 2005, the International Criminal
Court (ICC) ranked Kony number one on
their list of the world’s worst criminals.
The LRA agreed to peace talks in 2006,
but when the time came to sign an
agreement, Kony failed to show up-fve
times.

Since those peace talks, Kony has
left Uganda and moved his army to the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the
Central African Republic and South
Sudan, where he continues to abduct

children and destroy families. While the
LRA’s numbers have greatly declined,
Kony is still at large, and his goals are to
continue this war and self-preservation.

The U.S. collaborated with African
nations in December 2008 to capture
Kony, but intelligence of the air raid
allowed Kony to fee.

In 2010, President Obama signed
legislation  providing the Uganda
People’s Defense Force with 100 military
advisors to aid in capturing Kony. These
advisors are still abroad and will be a
key factor in the capture of Kony and
disarming of the LRA.

The primary goal of Invisible Children
is to make sure that Kony’s reign ends
in 2012. On Mar. 5, the organization
released “Kony 2012,” a video outlining
its year-long campaign to end the war.

As of Mar. 12, the video had been
viewed over 112 million times, making
it one of the most viral in the history of
the Internet.

The Invisible Children campaign
targets 20 powerful celebrities and 12
policy makers in an attempt to get them
to add pressure to the U.S. government
to keep a military presence in Africa and
work toward Kony’s capture.

Those opposing the Kony 2012
campaign argue that the U.S. is taking
on the “white man’s burde n” yet again,
with the video portraying Africans as
helpless and desperate for a bailout by
the western world.

The faw in this argument becomes
apparent when one realizes that 95%
of Invisible Children’s leadership and
staff on the ground are Ugandans on
the forefront of program design and
implementation, according to Invisible
Children’s website.

Math team wins regionals,
advances to state

Dana Bishee
Sentinel

The math team celebrated a frst place
victory on Feb. 25 at the Illinois Council
of Teachers of Math (ICTM) regional
competition held at Lincoln-Way East
High School.

Marist came in frst in the following

categories:  junior/senior two person,
junior/senior eight person, freshman/
sophomore eight person, calculator,

geometry written, and algebra 2 written.

The math team also fnished in second
place in the following events: algebra 1
written, freshman/sophomore two person,
and the oral competition. The pre-calculus
team also came in third place in the
competition.

“We are all really excited because
winning regionals has placed us as the
number three team in the state,” said senior
team member Lisa Miller. “We have a
lot of hard work ahead of us, but we are
looking forward to success in May.”

The team has qualifed for the ICTM
state competition on May 5 at the
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.

Mr. Jeff Nicholson and Mr. Owen
Glennon are the team coaches.

Coach Nicholson said, “It has been
a phenomenal year. The students have
worked very hard and the results of our
competitions, from the Catholic Math
League South to regionals, speak for
themselves. Hopefully, we can do the
same downstate.”

Finishing as top individuals were fresh-
men Mitchell Schroeder and Curtis Con-
lin, sophomores Carrie Olsen, Anne Marie
Leonard, Liam Gibbs, and Anna Scheiber,
juniors Alexandra Feldner, Pete Conway,
Jimmy Africh, Lauren Tueth, and Chris
Shroba, and seniors Brian Campbell, Jake
Stevens, and Lisa Miller.

“We did well at regionals, and | think we
especially have a chance in algebra and ge-
ometry at state,” Schroeder said.

At a meeting after school on Tues., Mar.
21, the senior members of the team issued
the following statement:

“We have been working hard because
we know that every person counts. It takes
hard work, but we are in prime position
going into state. We have already won re-
gionals, but we know that the limit to our
success does not exist.”
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Joseph Kony, in front of Osama Bin Laden and Adolf Hitler in this
poster available for downloading by Invisible Children, is wanted by the
International Criminal Courts for his crimes against African children.

During the nine year campaign
against Kony, Invisible Children has
implemented several programs aimed
at establishing a lasting peace. One
such program is the Early Warning
Radio Network, allowing for advanced
notice of LRA activity between villages.
Another is a rehabilitation center in
Dungu, providing services for LRA-
affected children. Invisible Children’s
Schools for School Campaign partners
with 11 schools in northern Uganda
to renovate structures and invest in
teachers and curriculum.

graphic available at www.invisiblechildren.com

On Apr. 20, Invisible Children is
launching “Cover the Night,” an event
where people around the world work
through the night to put up posters,
stickers and signs of Kony around cities
to make his name known.

“The rest of the world will go to bed
Friday night and wake up to hundreds of
thousands of posters demanding justice
on every corner,” said Invisible Children
co-founder Jason Russell.

For more information on the
Kony 2012 campaign, visit www.
invisiblechildren. com
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Students from the journalism classes attended the 20" annual Scholastic
Press Association of Chicago (SPAC) high school journalism conference, co-
hosted by the McCormick Foundation at Roosevelt University on Fri., Mar.
16. The Sentinel received an Excellent Achievement award for overall layout
and an Honorable Mention for overall newspaper. Superior Achievement was
awarded to senior Lauren Styx in the news story category and an Excellent
Achievement award was given to Ryan McManus in the sports feature
category. Junior Taylor Novak received an Excellent Achievement award in
the editorial or opinion category, sophomore Molly Bansley in the humorous
article category and freshman Cyrus Hahn in the original editorial cartoon
category. Additionally, Honorable Mentions were granted to Hahn in the
original drawing or comic category, senior Brian Laughran in the review writing
category and senior Kiersten Kendall in the personality profile category.







