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Marist’s very own Mystery Man has
struck again.

With his release of the latest issue of the
Set Null, mass hysteria has swept the halls
in hot pursuit of the creator of the satirical,
humorous, and albeit truthful publication.

Almost three months ago, the frst issue
of the Set Null was printed and distributed.
Only 50 copies were produced, making the
quasi-newspaper highly sought-after.

The latest Set Null boasts not only trippy
drawings and movie reviews, but articles
covering recent events such as the chastity
talk and mission trips.

“Most people hate to be open and
vulnerable like that-it’s diffcult, like getting
naked or exposing yourself or something,
it’s risky in a cynical and sardonic culture,”
the anonymous publisher said.

To whom do we attribute this masterpiece,
as some students classify it? The author
chooses to remain anonymous, although
some are already aware of his identity.

“Not many know who he is, so he can
say whatever he wants to. He has every
right to make himself sound brilliant,” said
senior George Medina.

Teachers who are familiar with the
publication’s appearance in classrooms
have also commented on the ability of the
mystical Set Null author.

“l appreciate his insight on certain
issues-1 cannot tell you how many teachers
loved the term he coined - Maristocracy,”
said English teacher Mrs. Mary Cozzie.
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Set Null brought above ground by classmates

The publication is defnitely drawing
responses from students as well.

Some argue that the interesting subject
matter alone attracts readers, while others
go on to compare the Set Null to the formal
publication of Marist, the Sentinel.

When asked if the Set Null was written
to “diss” the actual Marist newspaper, the
author said, “No! No way.”

Although the majority of responses to
the underground newspaper have been
positive, some students see the author as
“narcissistic.”

“l read somewhere that a dead-giveaway
of narcissism is imagining your life as a
movie and | do that sometimes, so maybe |
am a narcissist,” the author said.

Others  criticize the underground
newspaper for failing to meet the standards
of good journalism.

Award-winning  sportswriter,  junior
Ryan McManus dismisses the Set Null
as the equivalent of “grabbing a random
student’s notebook and printing it as news.”

Sentinel adviser and journalism teacher
Mr. John Gonczy disagrees.

“The second edition of the Set Null is
brilliant, compelling, beautfully sincere,
irreverent  without being blantantly
disrespectful and it’s just plain fun,”
Gonczy said. “We analyzed it in
journalism 1 class and everyone agrees
that the Sentinel should take some pointers
from this student’s work.”

“Good journalism demands the truth
from the journalist, facts that are sound and
solid, balanced reporting, and writing that
does not harm the innocent,” Gonczy said.
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An unidentifed student holds up a copy of the second edition of
Set Null, the Class of 2012’s underground newspaper, written and

published by...anonymous.

Fearless is another good adjective to
use in describing the Set Null.

“I wasn’t afraid of getting in trouble,”
the publisher said, “but of seeing it in the
garbage everywhere. | have friends at
Marist who supported my spontaneous,
passionate and personal act without
ostracizing me. You guys know who you
are.”

In addition to the mysterious identity
of the publisher, the next mystery is what
will happen to the Set Null after its author
graduates later this month?

Or is he graduating at all?

The Marist community may never know.

As for future editions of the Set Null, we
will just have to wait and see.

Sentinel, journalists earn national, state and local honors

Shannon Allen
Sentinel

State championship banners hang in
our gymnasium for wrestling, volleyball,
cheerleading and baseball.

Students in the journalism program
hope to add a banner to the collection in
the near future.

Each spring, the Illinois High School
Association (IHSA) sponsors a sectional
journalism competition at seven sites
around the state, with the top three
contestants in each category advancing
to state.

Marist competed at the sectional
tournament held at Moraine Valley
Community College on Sat., Apr. 21.

This year, sophomore Morgan
Weidman and  seniors  Bridget
Tracy, Brian Laughran and Lauren

Styx advanced from sectionals to
state. Weidman took third in feature
photography, while Laughran took third
in editorial writing.

Tracy advanced to state in two
categories after taking third place in
feature writing and second place in copy
editing.

Her win in copy editing came as
something of a surprise because she was
thrown into that category when another
student was unable to compete at the last
minute.

“It was a great feeling to get second
place because | didn’t expect to place at
all in that category,” Tracy said.
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Seniors Dana Bisbee, Bridget Tracy (seated, L to R), Lauren Styx
and Brian Laughran are among the RedHawk journalists who won
awards for writing this year. All four plan to major in journalism

after graduation.

Senior Lauren Styx, who will major
in journalism next fall at the University
of Missouri, widely considered the fnest
journalism school in the nation, won the
sectional championship in news writing.

“It was exciting to compete and
actually place,” Styx said.

At the state fnals, held on Fri., Apr.
27 at Eastern Illinois University, Styx
ranked sixth out of 21 fnalists while
Laughran took fourth out of 21.

Awards given to the Sentinel this year
include a frst place with special merit
from the American Scholastic Press

Association on Mon., Apr. 16.  ASPA
recognized the Sentinel staff for
“overcoming the various diffcult facets of
newspaper work” to make a newspaper of
“superior academic excellence.”

In March, the Sentinel was recognized by
the McCormick Foundation and Scholastic
Association of Chicago with an excellent
achievement award for the overall layout
of the paper.

The Sentinel and its staff members also
competed at the 2012 Journalism Education
Association  (JEA)/National Scholastic
Press Association (NSPA) spring high
school journalism convention in Seattle,
Wash., on Apr. 12-15.

The November issue of the Sentinel
received the NSPA “Best in Show” award.
Marist was one of 10 schools in the nation
selected for this honor, the only Illinois
school and the only Catholic high school in
the nation recognized by NSPA..

At the convention, a total of 1,434
students competed in various write-off
competitions. 501 students won either an
honorable mention, excellent or superior
achievement award.

Senior Dana Bisbee was one of only
three students at the convention to win a
superior rating for commentary writing.
Junior Ryan McManus received an
honorable mention in sports writing and
senior Bridget Tracy received an honorable
mention in news writing.

McManus said. “l enjoy writing about
sports. To be recognized for it is a good
feeling.”



Ronald McDonald House offers oasis for families in need

Clare Jorgensen
Sentinel

Continuing a long partnership, the Marist
community is collecting pop tops in the
cafeteria for Ronald McDonald House
in Oak Lawn behind Advocate Hope
Children’s Hospital. The pop tops are
used help cover the costs of the families
staying at the house.

The pop top is the heaviest and most
compact part of the can. The tops are sold
to United Scrap Metal, a local recycling
company. Cans are also accepted, but the
tops are easier to store and transport.

Last year, the house raised $4000 from
the pop tops. The Ronald McDonald
House also started a program called the
“Thanks a Million Club” where any
person, organization or school who brings
in one million pop tops will be recognized
by the home.

The three-story Oak Lawn house was
built in December 2008, with a total of 16
guest rooms. Families who have children
staying at the hospital are welcome to stay
at the house so they can be close to their
children. A family must live 10 or more
miles away from the house to be eligible
to stay there.

Ronald McDonald House offers many
amenities to families, including living
rooms on each foor, a full service kitchen
where the families can stock their own
food, a play room for young children,
various playing felds in the back of the
house, laundry rooms, and a game room.

The house also offers free massages and
haircuts, tickets to local sporting events
and opportunities for families to gather and
bond together in the house.

Guest families are able to make their
own dinners, clean their own rooms, and
do their own laundry. The house offers
food, shampoos, soaps, and toys for the
families in case they are short on anything
they need. There are volunteers that work
round the clock daily to ensure that the
families are not alone in the house.

Brittany, an intern at the House said,
“It is nice [for the families] to know that
somebody is always here.”

The director of the Ronald McDonald
House in Oak Lawn is Kelly Evans, who
has worked at the house since it opened.

“So many families remember us and
consider us family after their stay and

many come back to volunteer,” Evans said.

Marist students regularly volunteer in
Oak Lawn for service hours, particularly in
the kitchen.

Spanish students score well

Bridget Tracy
Sentinel

During the week of Mar. 26, 474
students took the National Spanish
Examination in the ARC.

Of that number, 51 students scored
in the top fve percent, 83 in the top 15
percent, and 104 in the top 25 percent.
Receiving honorable mentions were
139 students who scored in the top 50
percent.

This year, a total of 143,641
students took the examination, which
is administered annually to students
in grades six through 12. The test is
sponsored by the American Association
of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese.

“This is important for students
because it enables them to highlight
their command of the Spanish language
on their college applications,” world
language department chairperson Mrs.
Erica Nathan-Gamauf said.

“Students become eligible for national
scholarships and all-expense paid trips to
Spanish-speaking countries,” Nathan-
Gamauf said.

Senior Georgie Bierwith travelled
to Argentina last summer based on her
exam result and senior Jake Stevens won
a $1,000 scholarship based on his score.
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The Ronald McDonald House, located at 4410 W. 93rd Street in
Oak Lawn, seeks volunteers to help families with sick children.

Junior Katie Morgan volunteered with
her mom’s Girl Scout troop twice this
year.

“It felt good to help families because
their kids are sick,” Morgan said. “I
would go back and | encourage others to
volunteer as well.”

Students interested in volunteering at the
house this summer should call (708) 423-
5285.

Ronald McDonald House in Oak
Lawn also accepts any donations of food,
toiletries, and toys for the families to use.

s

hair salon + spa

708.422.5155

4607 West 103rd Street

Oak Lawn

Grateful students, colleagues wish Kazelas well

Dana Bishee
Sentinel

Mr. Denis Kazelas will retire at the
end of this school year after teaching
chemistry here for 35 years.

His passion for teaching and the love
he has for all of his students has made
an impact on the entire community of
Marist and he will surely be missed.

“One of the things that Mr. Kazelas
achieved while at Marist was the re-
spect and admiration of his students,”
said Brother Hank Hammer, academic
dean for underclassmen. “Mr. Kazelas
has always exhibited a passion for sci-
ence and, in particular, chemistry. His
students picked that up from day one.
Mr. Kazelas loves chemistry, and he
loves teaching.”

Senior Lucy DioGuardi, one of thou-
sands of students who had the pleasure
of having Mr. Kazelas as her chemis-
try teacher, said, “He took chemistry
to a new level and always knew how
to make a student enjoy what he was
teaching,” DioGuardi said.

Mr. Denis Kazelas

“He took chemistry
to a new level and
always knew how
to make a student
enjoy what he was

teaching.”

Science department colleague Dr.
Gregory Wallace will miss collaborating
with Kazelas.

“Mr. Kazelas has built up an amazing
treasure chest of chemistry ideas during
his time as a teacher,” Wallace said.

“Whenever I’ve felt stuck that my
students weren’t learning, | could
count on Mr. Kazelas for a long list of
engaging ideas to present ideas to my
students in different ways. I’ve heard
so many stories from Mr. Kazelas’
former students about his passion for
doing labs and his passion for safety.
His passion for chemistry is palpable
and contagious”

According to Marist President
Brother Patrick McNamara, While Mr.
Kazelas may no longer be teaching, his
infucene will remain.

“The Marist family depends on
members who are self-giving and
caring,” McNamara said. “Denis
Kazelas always taught with the highest
levels of professionalism and modelled
the heart of St. Marcellin Champagnat.
He will be missed by all of us and by
the next generation of Marist students.”

In addition to teaching, Kazelas also
served as science department chairman
for many years, hiring and mentoring
many of the teachers currently working
in the department.

Astaunch supporter of and participant
in the retreat programs for many
years, Kazelas also served as faculty
moderator for the Marist Worldwide
Youth in Science and Engineering
(WYSE) team.

“Anytime you lose someone who
has been at Marist for 35 years, there
is going to be a void left that cannot be
flled,” said Principal Larry Tucker.

“He has become the cornerstone of
the science department and | am going
to miss him,” Tucker said.

Kazelas said that he will miss the
students most of all.

“Students make my day,” he said.
“As an educator, seeing the lightbulb
go off is very rewarding, as is having
someone tell you that you made a
difference.”

“Receiving these congratulations
from my students and colleagues means
the world to me.”
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Got work? Tips for fnding a job this summer

With summer fun comes summer
expenses, leading many high school
students to seek summer  jobs.
Unfortunately, in today’s economy, work
has not been easy to come by for many.

Mrs. Sharon Gainer, who sits at the
front desk of the guidance offce, serves
as a liaison between employers and Marist
students looking for employment.

“If an employer calls Marist, they call
me,” Gainer said.

Gainer is responsible for posting job
opportunities on the bulletin board outside
of the guidance offce.

“With the economy being in the shape
it’s in, the board has a few cobwebs on it,”
she joked.

Additionally, the number of students
looking for work has increased.

“More kids are looking for jobs than
in the past,” Gainer said in regard to the
number of 15-year-olds coming in to get
work permits which are required if one is
not yet 16.

“It’s harder to get a job in a place that
sells alcohol,” said freshman Connor Mish,
who has his own DJ business. “I can do
weddings, but I can’t work in bars unless
my parents come with me.”

Some Marist students looking for
work have not had much luck. Senior
Marisa DiBennardi’s job hunting woes are
refective of many.

“The toughest part about fnding [a job]
has been availability. I’m trying to get a
job as a waitress and there are minimal
open positions, especially for [high school
students].

DiBennardi said that it is harder for teens
to expand on traditional job opportunities,
like babysitting.

“I' would say that it’s hard for teenagers
to expand on getting jobs,” DiBennardi
said. “Caddying and babysitting are jobs
that have always gone to teenagers, but
when teens try to get into jobs like retail
or waitressing, it’s an issue of seniority.
An adult is more likely to get those jobs
than a teenager.”

Gainer’s advice to students who have
applied for jobs is to take the initiative.

“You’re going to need to do something
to make yourself different,” Gainer said.
“You can’t just sit by the phone, waiting
for people to call you. Continue to follow
up until you have the job.”

For those who have not yet applied for
a job but plan to begin the hunt soon,

Gainer advises asking at town and
village halls as they will sometimes hire
teens to work as umpires at little league
games and the like.

There is also the importance of
networking. Students looking for work
should tell everyone they know they are
seeking employment.
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Brian Laughran
Sentinel

Don’t let
this happen
to you!
While not
impossible to
fnd, summer
5 jobs are
few and far
between and
high school
students
- needtobe

~ particularly
o] proactive
| in fnding
employment.
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Timing is essential. Students should
not wait until the summer because college
students who formerly held jobs will be
returning.

Assertiveness is also important.

“You have to be aggressive,” Gainer
said. “You have to tell [employers] why
you’d be good. You have to sell yourself.”
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a few minutes with...Brother Pat

What better way to end the school year
-and my Sentinel column-than by going
straight to the top? We seniors might
be graduating, but at least we do so
knowing that Marist is in good hands
with our president, Brother Patrick
McNamara.

Why did you become a Marist brother?

You almost have to decide every day
you’re going to be a brother. You’ve
got to make that committment everyday.
I was in college and | loved their
community and work with young people.
So | felt like God was calling me.

What was your early life like?

I grew up in Pennysylvania in the
country. | went to a small school-my
senior class at 25 kids and it was co-ed. |
lived a pretty normal life. The town was
very Catholic, but | didn’t feel called
yet. | thought I would work at the UN
as a interpreter. That is why | became a
French major. It wasn’t until college that
I met a brother and | was fascinated by
their lives.

So that inspired you?

My relationship with God got stronger as
I got older. 1 really started to understand
more, so | decided to devote my whole
life to Him.

What kind of student were you in high
school?

| was a great student, very involved. |
was in every activity, liked my classes
and loved languages. | grew up in a
small town, so the thought of going out
and seeing the world was exciting.

What do you do at Marist during the
day?

Mr. Tucker and | share the leadership
roles. 1’m the President, which is like the
outside job, and Mr. Tucker handles the
inside. My job is to work with different
cabinet members. | work with fnances,
fundraising and the property. | deal with
those issues and Mr. Tucker deals with
the teachers and students. It’s great to
work with him-our vision is so similar.

Br. Patrick McNamara, OMS

When did you come to Marist
Chicago?

I’m Fnishing my fourth year. It went by
in the blink of an eye-I can’t believe it. |
know the seniors and we all agree-it goes
by so fast. Four years ago | was principal
in Miami and | had been there for seven
years. | loved being a principal, so this
was a big change for me.

Kiersten Kendall
Sentinel

Why did you come here?

I was assigned. As brothers, we are told
where we are going to to go. This year, |
was told that | would be here at least for
the next four years.

What is your favorite part about being
a Marist Brother?

My favorite part certainly is working
with young people. Even if I’'m having
a bad day in the offce, I can just walk
out into the hall and interacting with the
students makes it better.

What words of advice do you have for
the Class of 2012?

First, thanks. You’re a great class.
Whenever someone asks me how the
seniors are, | just tell them how strong
spirited they are and how caring they are
for each other. I’ve worked with a lot of
classes and they all make a lot of noise,
but this senior class gets things done and
I am really proud of them.






